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I travel over it the more I anm convinced that
this is so. I hiave much pleasure in support-
ing the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. Jr. Ewing debate ad-
jour-ned.

House adjourned at 8.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.ni., and read prayers.

QUESTION-PASTORAL LEASES,
INDIVIDUAL HOLDINGS.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Lands:-l, Does the Land Act, Amendment
Act, 1917, confine the pastoral lease hold-
ing of an individual to one million acres in
one division? 2, If so, is it possible for this
provision to be evaded by the formation of
companies? 3, Can an individual hold, say,
ninety per cent. of the shares in any number
of companies formed for pastoral purposes
i each and every division of the State! 4,
Can an individual be interested to the extent
of, say, ninety per cent, in six mnillion acres
of land in one division if he holds ninety per
vent. of thes shares in each of six pastoral
companies, each holding one million acres in
such division, hot not worked in association?
5, If so, is it the intention of the Govern-
meat to introduce legislation to give effect
to the wish of. Parliament, which clearly in-
tended that no person should be beneficially
interested in more than one million acres in
one division? 6, HoyL many companies have
been registered in connection with pastoral
objets-(a) for the two years prior to the
passing of the Act of 1917, and (b) since
March, 1917?9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The Land Act Amendment Act, 1917,
limits the area which an individual may hold
under lease granted umddr such Act, ite, for
a term expiring on the 31st December, 1958,
to 1,000,000 acres in any one division. 2, A
company is an individual. 3, Yes, 4, A

shareholder in a company which holds pas-
toral leases has no beneficial interest in any
of such leases, and may hold any number of
shares in any or all of the companies men-
tioned in the question. 5, The Government
have. given consideration to remedying the
defect in the Act, and will seek to give effect
to this in the amendment of the Land Actj
1898, which it proposes to introduce. 0. (a)
For two years prior to the passing of the
Laud Act Amendment Act, 1917-seven
companies; (b) for two years since March,
1917-18 companies.

Mr. Troy: They are getting on.

QOESTION-SJBACO, ASSAULT
ON MAYOR.

Mr. MULLANY asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that the names of the persona
who committed a brutal assault on. the
mayor of Subiaco in May last are known to
the authorities! 2, Have instructions been
issued that no action be taken against these
persons! 3, If so, by whom were such in-
structions issued!

The PREMIER replied:, 1, -No. 2, Nd.
3, Answered by No. 2.

QTJESTION-BULLEE RIVER
RESERVOIR, EXPENDITURE.

Mr. WILLCOOK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount of money has been
expended at the Bailer River reservoir up
to '30th June, 1919! 2, What amouint was
expended during the financial year ending
30th June, 19191

The MINSTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
Expenditure to 30th June, 1919, £8,905 8e.
lid. 2, Expenditure for year ending 30th
June, 1919, £792 19s. 3d.

QUESTIONL-SMELTING WORKS,
GERALDTON.

Mir. WILLOOCK asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has a full report, for the purpose
of deciding whether a smelting works is justi-
fied at Geraldtoa, been made in accordance
wi th the resolution passed in this House on
the 6th of December last! 2, If so, will he
place the report on the Table of the Rouse?
3, If no report is available, will he state what
steps hie -proposes to take to re-establish the
lead mining industry in this State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
'Yes. Immediately notice of the motion was
given a full report wvas prepared and sub-
mitted. 2, Yes, herewvith. 3, The position as
to the future of lead has been so obscure up

to the present time that no definite decision
has yet been arrived at as to the best action
to be taken to resuscitate the lead mining in-
dustry. The matter is receiving consideration
in several aspects, most of which depend to
-some extent on the attitude taken up by the
Federal Government, before finality can be
obtaiffed.
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QUESTION-WHEAT LOADING AT
IFREMANTLE, DELAY.

Mr. JONtS asked the Honorary Minister-
1, I's 'he aiware that the s.9. " ILarge Law,"'
loading wheat at Fremantle, baa been in port
since 4th August? 2, Is he aware that, ivith
the mn available for work, the vessel could
have been finished in. 60 to 70 hours? 3, Can
lie informn the House who is to blame for the
delay in loading? 4, Can the supply of wheat
be expedited? 5, Will it not be possible to
blamne the lumpers for the delay?

The HONORARY MAINISTER replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes, with sufficient labour engaged.
3, The 8.8 '"Largo Law" is under charter to
the Austalian Wheat Board and the loading
is being carried out in accordance with the
charter party. 4, Answered by No. 3.

Mr. Jones: What about the answer to
No. 51

QUESTION-STAflE SAVINGS BANK,
MANAGER,

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr. Johnston) asked
the Colonial Treasurer: I1, Is it proposed to
fill the vacant position of -manager of the
State Savings Bank? 2, If so, when?

The COLONIAL TREASURER replied: 1,
Yes. 2, In accordance with the policy of the
Government, aiiplications will not be called
uintil the soldiers have returned from active
service..

ADDRESS-rn-REPLY.

Seventh flay.

*Debate resumed from the 14th August.

Mr. TROY (Mlt. Magnet): A feature of
the Address-in -reply has been the element of
discontent which characterised the speeches
of a number of members opposite, together
with an ill-concealed hostility to the pre-
sent Government. To thle onlooker it wouldI
appear that members opposite will support
the Government, but will accept responsibility
only for those acts which are to their politi-
Cal advanltage, repudiating all responsibility
for anything done by the Government whichi
might bring them into political disrepute and
of course endanger place and position. Re-
miembering the ht.istory of polities dluring the
last two years and the fact that a number
of mncmbers cherished an ideal for which the
National Government are alleged to lhave
stood, I admit that those members are rightly
discontented, because they are disillusioned;
bunt the fact that the National Government
bare failed and filed lamentably was only
in the nature of things. It culd not have
been otherwise because the Government were
conceived in deception and intrigue-the ' le-
caption of those wrho were prepared to utilise
the prevailing times aind exploit the patriot-
ism, passions, prejudices, and anxieties of the
people to their own advantage, and the in-
tri Locu of those who, for place and ray and
approval, left their old associations for 'per-

sonal advantage. To-day it cannot be denied
that thle word "Ntoait no longer con-
veys anything of a satisfactory nature to the
people. To-day the word "Nationalist'' is a
byword in the mouths of the people, as is
proved by the fact that at every election held
since the last general election, every candi-
date supporting the present Govermnent has
repudiated the term ''Nationalism." When
Mr. Mills defeated Mr. Drew f of a seat in
the Upper House, Mr. Mills repudiated the
term ''Nationalist," declaring himself an In-
dependent. Again at Albany, a few months
ago, Mr. Scaddan distinctly stated that he
wvas not a Nationalist, but a non-party man
Iaviiig nothing whatever to do with the
Nationalist party. I give Mkr. Scaddan credit
for no longer pretending to be that which
he is not: at least he is honest in that con-
nection. He was elected to this House as
a non-party man, Even the Nationalist party
in this House has been compelled to accept
the leadership of a gentleman whom they
looked upon with distrust, and, I may say,
co ntem pt, for nearly two years, a gentleman
whose inclusion in thle Wilson Government they
consented to only because of the fact that
the late Mir. Wilson stood to Mr. Mitchell.
However, in consenting to his inclusion they
made the condition that Mr. Mitchell should
not he Minister for Lands in the Wilson Gov-
ernment. To-day that gentleman, who sat for
two years in tearful discontent in the seat
next to mine, is the leader of the combination
who had] declared that he Was responsible for
all the ills under which the primary producer
of 'Westera Australia labours. To-day he is
net only the Minister f or Lands of that party,
but also their Premier. The same party have
been compelled to accept as another member
of the Government a gentleman who, they-
held, two years ago, should be removed from
office in the interests of the State. Less than
two years ago they assured the people of
'Vfest~ Australia that it was Mr. Scaddan
who wvas -responsible for all ±he mialadminis-
tra-tion that had brought the State into its
financial diflculties.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon, member must
be referred to as the member for Albany.

Mr. TROY: They declared that no good
could be secured until the present member
for Albany was removed from office. And
:vet those very saine people are responsible
for the fact that to-day the. memoyber for
Albany is among their leaders. Indeed, I
believe they cherish the hope. exrpressed by
the lion, member himself at Albany, that the
timec is not very far distant when he will
lend tme p-resent Government. The hon. meml-
her said he- was not going to take a second
olace in thle Government. He intimated that
in a few short months he would displace the
present Premier and lead -the Government.

The Minister for WTorks: Did Mr. Scaddan
say that$

Mr. TROY. That was his attitude, and
lie is reorted to have said it. That, more-
over, was the current opinion in the elector-
ate;. nd in iny opinion it had very munch to
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do with his return to this House. -The Nation-
alist party, when facing the electors at the
last general election, gave a very definite
promise. They appealed on only one issue,
''Produce, produce, produce'

Sir Henry liefroy: A. good motto.
Air. TROT: I admit that. 1 have no0 fault

to find With the motto. The member for
Moore, then the leader of the Nationalist
party, in those three words expressed the
alims of his party, their whole policy. and on
that policy the Nationalist party was swept
into this House i] such large numbers. Pro-
duction was the first plank in the platform.
They expressed it-ia this way, ''The Govern-
ment Will Trmove al1 those unnecessary costs
which are a bar to production.'' On this
increased production was to rest the future
of the country. The increased production was
to restore the finances, and again put the
State on the high road to prosperity.

Sir Henry Lefroy: You Will admit it is
the only way., will you nott

MTr. TROY: I have no hesitation in sav-
ing that if the Nationalist Government had
pursued that policy, the position of this
State to-day would be very different from
what it is. So far as I can see, however,
neither the then Premier, nor any member
of his Government, made one solitary at-
tempt to keep the promise which was made
to the people nt the last general election.
Further I say that it was impossible for
theam to keep that premise because of the
nature of the Coenmn~ construction.
With such backing as that Government had,
any attempt to redeemn their promise would
have injured the very interests in this coun-
try which secured their numbers in this
House. Who formed the Nationalist party!
Mr. Ri. P. Vincent, Mr. Lovekin, Mr. Lath-
lain. Who financed the party? All the
importers and merchants and middle men of
this country. Was it to be expected that
from a party supported by a etnibination of
that character there could be the carrying
out of any such policy as that enunciated by
the late Premier at Moorel9 It was utterly
imosible, for the Government would have
had to strike a blew at rue very interests
which secured place and power in this
House for them. The Minister for Mines
himself has told myself and others that Mr.
R. P. Vincent was a profiteer. Ho said,
"I1 saw his income tax returns, and I know
he is a profiteer.", The Minister for Mines
ga-e us the amount which Mr. Vincent had
made during the first year of the war, and the
amount 'he had made during the last year
before the war, showing that Mr. Vincent
had inereasecl the phcees of commodities so as
to secure an increased income.

Eon. P. Collier:- Increased by 125 per
cent.

Mr. TROT: And yet he and others with
him left this party to join another Party
under the leadership of Mr. Vincent, whom
they termed a profiteer. And the National-
ist Government asked the communnity to be-
lieve that they, if returned to power, would
strike at the interests of the gentlemanly

clique and class who were responsible for
the foramation of Nationalist Governments
both hiere and in the Federal Parliamnt,
It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that
the Ceveninient did not carry out their
policy. In the very nature of things they
were bound to fail. What are the obstacles
to the successful development of the pri-
mary industries of Western Australia$ No-
body con deny that during the whole course
of the war -the great obstacle has been the
excessive cost of the commodities required
in production. The fact that every unneces-
sary -cost has not been eliminated is the
reason win' we have not been able to in-
crease our production in this country. The
mniner, the farmer, the timber worker, the
producer where ver- lie may be, has been ex-
ploited during the whole period of the
presenit Government's and the previous
Government 's terms of office. All the
people who are so necessary, so vital to
the well-being of trio State have been ex-
ploited by that large, 'flag-flapping section
of the community who live and prosper in
St. George's-terrace and in the large ports
and towns. A little while ago, when speak-
ing in an agricultural district of this State,
I made reference to the manner in which
the price of superphosphate, which is abso-
lutely' essential to wheat production, has
been raised in this country. I compared
the price here with the price in the Eastern
States, and I made some statements to
which -reference was made later by the
member for York (Mi. Griffiths) who, I
understand, wrote on, the sobjeet to the
"Western Mail'' and the "'Primary Pro-
ducer.'' The hon. member said-

Mr. X. F. Troy, M.L.A., has been
making very strong statements at Qaair-
ading, Swoly-in, and Corrigin to the effect
that profiteering, and exploitation of the
farmers by Messrs. Gumming Smith and
the Mount Lyell Company are rampant.
He states that whilst the State steamerTs
have been bringing phosphatic rock from
Christmas Island at a pre-war freight, the
manufacturers have increased the fertil-
iser charges to an extent that is Profiteer-
ing on a very bad scale. He states that
no attempt is being made hy the Govern-
ment to stop this. I want to find out to
what extent the charge of exploitation
and profiteering is j.ustified.

And he asked 'Mr. Grasby, of the "Western
Mail," to give him some particulars. H3ut
I made none of those statement;, not une
of them. I made certain definite charges
which I will repeat here to-day. I
drew atteutida to the fact that, whilst in
South Australin fertiliser was being sold at
£E5 s. per ton, nd as low as £4 17s. 6id. per
ton-

Mr. Harrison - Is that Thomas's phos-
phate, or superphosphate?

Mr. TROY: I was quoting'Elder's weekly
report of the 12th March this year, and a
spoke about a fortnight after that date.
Standard superphosphate was quoted there
at £5 5s. per ton. I mentioned the fact that
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the Western Australian Government had
placed at the disposal of the superphosphate
mierchants the State steamship ''Xwinana,"
I did not say that the superphosphate mer-
chants had secured a pre-war freight. I
knew the freight and stated it. I said the
"Kwiniana" had brought superphosphate
rock to this country at a freight of £2 per
toii. The Minister concerned has admitted
that since. At the same time neutral or
British shipping, I know on the best autho-
rity, would not have brought that same rock
to this country under £5 or £6 per ton, I
want to know why superphosphante in South
Australia could be sold at £3 5s. per ton,
whereas it was priced at £E6 per ton here,
partieularly when the Government had placed
at the service of the superpliosphate com-
panies the State steamship ''winana" at a
rensonable rate of freight.

The Minister for Mines: Hats not South
Australia a nearer supply of the rock?

Mr. TROY: Where from?
Tine Minister for Mines: I do not know.
Mr. TROY: That is it. I do not think so.

I think the source of supply is Christmas
Island in both eases;, The Waliaro and
Mt. Lyell superphosphate are both produced
in the same way. I purchase my super-
phosphate from the Mt. Lyell Company.
Now our friends here are making ex-
cuses for those companies? flow ready
they are to quarrel with me merely because
I wish to point out obvious facts so that
my friends may work on them l Is it
asserted by the leader of the Country party
that the phosphates secured in South Aus-
tralia are of less value than the phosphates
sold here? Would the South Australian
farmuar consent to buy an inferior article?

Ron. F. F. S. Willmott (H1onorary Min-
ister): You can get it for £3 7s. 6d. here.

Mr. TROY: But that is the lowest price for
an inferior article. The South Australian
farmer knows the value, .$iAt as well as we
know it horn. He can buy the article for
LEi less than we can buy it here. When the
Government placed the State steamers at
the disposal of the superphosphate com-
panies, they should have made it a condition
that the superphosphate companies should
show our farmers consideration in view of
the low freights the companies were charged
by the Government. But it is now said that
the superphosphiate. was required for next year.
Again, it is said that the superphosphate is
a necessary eomodity, and that the -price
is regulated under the Necessary Commodi-
ties Act. But we all know that the Federal
Government have abandoned that scheme.
0Carly if the lion. member is depending on
the -Federal Govern meat to get the
consideration he asks for he is not
likely to obtain much satisfaction. Again,
will the Minister deny that a freight
of bonedust . was brought dlown f rom
Vestey Bros., at Port Darwin, at a
rate which represented a loss to the people
of the State?9 Did the price of honedust
decrease here as a result? No. The com-
mtidity is as dear as- ever. The Government

stood inactive, th e Government whose pokecy
we were told was produce, produce, pro-
duce, whose policy was to eliminate every
unnecessary cost that would be a bar to
production. That Government have given
consideration to the manufacturer without
making any provision that the produicer
should receive a corre spon ding ad vantage.
I know that the profits made by the Mt.
Lyell Company in South Australia have
largely increased, yet I have not said a
wvord about profiteering, These Companies
got an advantage from the State by which
the State revenue was deprived of a certain
amount, and therefore. the Government
should have seen to it that Corresponding
advantages w-ere given to the primary pro-
ducers.

The Minister for Works: We prevented
the price frdmn going higher.

Mfr. TROY: Did yen? There are nto.State
steamers in South Aiistralia, and so the
superphesphate companies could not get
lower freights than they got in this State.
As a matter of fact, Christmias Island is
nearer to Pertii thian it is to Adelaide; yet
the phosphate is being sold at a lower price
in South Australia than here. Until the
member for York made inquiries from Mr.
Catron Grasby in the "Western Mail" he
had no knowledge whatever of the subject.

Mr. Green: Did not you challenge the hon.
member to debate this question with him
in his own town?

Mr, TROY:. Yes and I am prepared to go
to York whenever the lion, member cares
to arrange for the debate. I will prove to
the people of York that neither the hon.
member's party nor thp Government which
they support have ever made a solitary at-
tempt to eliminate the unnecessary Cost to
the producer of thmis- State. I1 remember
reading a little while ago, whien the ques-
tion. became urgent, that the Country
party's exdctutive in Perth had passed
a motion expressing abhorrence of the
profiteering whiich was ink evidence. Ap-
parently they knew that profiteering was
ramipant, and that the profiteer was
exploiting the very people whom the 'Country
party represent in Parliament. Then there
was tlmat ramp in Melbourne, mentioned by
the member for Hfannans the other night, -when
the. Commonwealth Governmnent handed over
to one commercial firm 80,000 hales of wheat
bags at 9s. 8d. per dozen.

Mr. Maley: How do you know the price?
Mr. TROY: It has been stated time after

time. To-day the farimer is paying 1,5s. a
dosen for his bags. That ramp was perinitted
br a Coverfficnt for whom the primary pro-
dim cers have been responsible. Time reply
riven in the Federal Parliament was that the
Minister could not make any distinction, that
there were net sufficient bags to supply the
farmers all roundl. and therefore it Would
have been unfair to give a few farmers the
advantage of 30,000 bales. Yet it would seem
that it is onite a. oroper thing to give that
advantage to one comamercial firm. I find
that a few Nationalists from this State,
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farmers' representatives in the Federal Par-
liament, looking forward to future possibil-
ties, have asked questions on the subject; but
the primary producers' party in this State
have made no outcry whatever about the out-
rage. Their reasoning is that the least said
about the matter the better, because it might
draw attention to the position they occupy
in this H-ouse as supporters of the National
Government. Let nie quote some of the pro-
fits Made, by way of 'showing how the pro.
ducer has been robbed in this country with-
out any action being taken by the gentlemen
who in this House represent big interests.
The other night the member for Guildford
searched the four corners of the world for in-
formation by which lie might bring contempt
upon members on this side of the Boilse, in
order that hie might subject themi, and with
them the workers they represent, to derisiou.
He also scraped the gutter, so to speak, to
find means by which he could condemn whom
hie called the ''agitators" in this country,
r-articuhirly the seamen. The seamen, be told
us, were criminals because they had indulged
in a strike ini order to secure what Mr. Dodd
said in anlother place it was time they should
have, and what the Federal Government said
was only fair and reasonable. But the Ion.
memnber had no word to. say about the ship-
ling ring, which has robbed this country
throughout the war, robbed it by virtue of
the fact that the ring has been protected by
the Federal Parliament, by members of a
party of which the member for Guildford is
a supporter. He could find words of con-
tempt for the seamen, but not one word
against the shipping combine, which has held
up the country, which has killed the timber
trade by increased freights, and which has
robbed the people of hundreds of thousands
of pounds under the protection received from
the National party in the Federal Parlia-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: His attitude in that re-
spect marks the measure of his hyprocrisy.

M14.. TROY: That is so. Here are the
profits of the shipping companies. The Ads-
laide Steamship Co. in 192.6 made a profit of
£173,000, and in 1918 £395,000. The fluddart
Parker Co. in 1916 made a profit of £76,000,
end in 1918 £308,000. The Melbourne Steam-
ship Co, in 1-916 made a profit of £176,000,
and in J918 £E228,000. The Union Steamship
Co. in 1916 made a profit of £,553,000 and in
1918 £722,000.

The Attorney General: What is the capital
of those companiesl

Mn, TROY: The profits I have quoted are
clear profits. Does the hon.. member want
anything more than the figures I have givenl

Mr. Duff: Would not the profits have been
on account of the carrying of troops to the
Old Country?

Hon. P. Collier: If -so it only makes it
worse.

Mr. TROY: The bon. member 's reference
is most unfortunate. He would have it
appear that thos 'e shipping companies pro-
fiteered because they carried troops to the
other side of the world. When I remember

that this combine did not lose a solitary
pound of tonnage, that they were protected
by the Federal G-overnment, I cannot under-
stand the reason why the hon. member
should champion their cause.

Mir, Duff: 1 am not championing their
cause.

Mr. TIROY: Take Western Australia. There
is the Sw an Brewery, a little business firm
on tme banks of the Swan River. rme Attor-
ney General will know the capital of that
company.

The Attorney General: I am afraid I do
iiot.

A-r. TROY: The Swan Brewery Co. in 1910
mnade a profit of £ 188,000, and in 1918
£E206,000, nearly a quarter of a million.
Western Australia is almoit insolvent. The
Premier i§ in despair or ought to be because
of this. Corporations have waxed fat be-
cause the industries of the country are being
exploited for purposes of private profit.
There was a little firm in New South
Wales, Miggit 's Oil Company, which
was promoted a few years ago with.
a capital of £ 90,000. In the first
year of its operations the profit was
£f70,000. That pro-fit was made by the sale
of a commodity required largely by the pro-
dncers of the country. All this has been done
tinder the eye of the price fixing commis-
sioner and of the various Governments who
held power both in the Federal and Stare
Parliaments, in the interests of the primary
producers. I wish to refer briefly to the
profits muade by the clothing merchants. The
profit made by the 22 firms manufacturing
tweeds and serges in the Commonwealth in the
last three years was £1,200,000, and their
capital was £1,440,000. It is interesting to
record what the Interstate Commissioner had
to say in his report about these corporations.
He said-

It is beyond doubt that manufacturers,
importers, and wholesale distributors have
been enabled by the existence of war con-
ditions to secure high profits, and that these
profits have been made largely by supply-
ing material for the cloting of our sol-
diers, and when merchants were acting in
uniison.

All this has been done during the time that
a Government was in office which was out to
help the primary Producer and to carry out
the policy of production. The most extra-
ordinary thing is that there was no protest
from,, any nationalist or member of the
farmers' party in any part of Australia. The
Vacuum Oil Coy. in 1913 made a profit of
£E263,000, in 1914 a profit of £274,000, in
1915 a profit of £402,000, in 1916 a profit of
£679,000, and in 192.7 they made a profit of
£488,000. In four years this company made
a, profit of £1,469,000. Commenting upon
this the Interstate Commissioner points out
that the Vacuum Oil Company couild have made
a profit which would have paid them a ten
per eont:' dividend mod enabled them to sell
their commodity at at rate Which would have
saved, the people £821,000. To paralihrasc
the words of the Interstate Commissioner, the
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Vacuum Oil Company baa robbed the pro-
ducers of Anstralia to the tune of ;9821,000.
All this has been (lone under the eye of the
party and with the knowledge of the party
which is supposed to represent the primary
producers of Australia, and which holds the
balance of. power in both the Federal and
State Governments. Is it any wonder that
the term "'Nationalist'" excites disgust and
that the people are discontented? Is it any
wonder there is abroad a spirit of unrest. and
agitation, and that there are strikes, when
this thing is being carried on by the sup-
porters of the 'Nationalist party and with the
protection of the Federal Government. We
must not forget that the Interstate Comm~is-
sioner drew attention to the fact and urged
the Federal Government to take action, but
that Government so far has not dlone so.

Mr. Pickerig: Was not the ''Kangaroo")
engaged by the Governmtent in the carriage of
goodsv

Mr. TROY: I have here a sample of the
specious pleading putt forward by the ''Daily
News"' on behalf of the profiteer. In the
opinion of the ''Daily News' there is no
profiteer, and if any people are tnaking a
profit it is the National Governeat by means
of the "Kangaroo.'! If the "Kaagaroo"
profiteered with her large freights she pro-
fiteered in the interests of the taxpayers. of
the country, for if the amount of freight
earned by her had not gone to the Treasury,
the people would have had to find that amount
themselves. I am sorry that all the profitnor-
ing was not carried out in the interests of
the people. My complaint is that it is cardied
on in the interests of those corporations which
formed the Nationalist party and stand be-
bind it and whose interests wouldI be in-
juired by the Nationalist party if it at-
tompted to carry ouat the policy of produce,
produce, produce.

Mr. Davies: The other ship owners keep up
the f reights.

Mr. TROY: Hark to the apologist!1
Mr. Davies: That is the answer.
Mr. Munsie: It was a question of open

competition in the world's market, atnd the
lowest quote must have been put iii by the
'1Kangaroo."

Mr. Davies: I" do not think it was openi
competition.

Mr. TROY7: According to the Interstate
Commissioner, the undistrib~tted profits and
reserve funds of 20 firms. in Anstralia in 1101
amounted to 210,000,000, in 1918 to
912,000,000, and in 1919 to 212,693,000.
This has taken place in face of the policy
that the lender of the Nationalist party enoin-
elated at Moera when he told the people of
the country that the Government would
eliminate every unnecessary cost which was
a bar to production, and in face of the fact
that Mr. Williami Morris Hutghes calldd upon
God to witness at Bendigo that he would pro-
tect the producer and consumer against the
profiteer. Mr. HIughies is returning to Aus-
tr-alia, and hafs already enunciated bis policy
at Durban. A few days ago he said, as one

belonging to another party, "Damn the pro-
fiteer anid damin the Bolshevik."' For over
two years that samte Government h 'as held
the ~reins of office in the Federal Parliament
and has made ito attempt to interfere with
the profiteer. It is due to the promises of
his Government that the shipping combine hias
made these profits, because the shipping has
been controlled by the shipping board under
the provisions of the War Precautions Act,
atnd every increase in price made by the ship-
ping ;owpanies has had the consent of thte
Federal Government.

Hon. P. Collier: And all other profits also.
Mr. T'ROY : This is Mr. Hughes'

policy. He knfows profiteering baa become a
vital matter. He can no longer secure
advant age from the ''4win the war"
cry. He can no longer secure support
by shouting patriotism, and no longer
incite the people against his opponents. He
knows that time has now passed. Hie knows
that it is now the ti'e of the profiteer and
the Bolshevik. Mr. Hughes and his sup-
porters will damn the profiteer in public,
but will, protect Itim in private. No harm
will come to the profiteer and he knows it.
Let hon. mtembers listen to the naive re-
marks from the "W~~est Australian"' as
telegraphed by the ''Argus'-

A great reception is preparing for Mr.
Hughes. The returned soldiers a re taking
tite mtatter in hand, and there will be a
notable demonstration of public approval
of the work be performed at the Peace
Conference. The fly in the ointment, as
far as political affairs go, is his ship-
building policy, and his explanation of
tite extensive purchases of shtips is
a wai ted with interest.

Why is the ship-building policy and the
purchase of ships the fly in the ointment?
TJhe suipporters of the shippiiig companies
do not like it nnd will not have it-

And it is possible that his return will
haive other grave significance. An early
election is in the air, and the wire lpullers
i tito political organisations airc already

making preparations for an early appeal
to the country. Mr. Hughes' recent de-
clarations with regard to fighting the
Bolsheviks and profiteering have been
followed with keen Interest-

The whole country knows him-
Tite view taLken being tliat they fore.
shadow an appeal to the electors at an
early dlate. Mr. Hughes may possibly go
further in soine ditcctions than would
please some of his supporters, but this ii'
ait-atter of conjecture for the moment.

It wvill be all fixed up. Here is the gem
of the paragraph-

fThe 'profiteers have no friends, bitt the
question is, -what are the best means of
meeting a situation which is beset with
difficulties.

The profiteer Itas no friends! He has only
enemies and yet no one in the whole coin-
mitnity during the last four years has doe
so well as he has.
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Hon. P. Oollier: Por a man without
friends the profiteer has done. remarkably
Well.

Mr. TROY: This is from the "Argus,'
the very organ of the profiteer-

The question is, what are the best
means of meeting a situation which is
beset with dilficualties.

During the elections there will be no difl-
culties. The profiteer and the Bolshevik
will be fought, but after the elections
the profiteer and the Nationalists will
be a happy family once more. The
facts I lhave given must be admitted by any
person engaged in production to be. the
reasons why the policy enunciated by the

'Nationalist party has not been successful.
in this country. Everyone engaged in
farming operations, in min11ing, or in2 any Of
the great primary industries of the State,
knows that they have been severely handi-
capped by the excessive prices charged for
all cornmnodities. These factors are respon-
sible for the jack of production, largely
responsible for our financial situation, and
entirely responsible for the discontent,
st'rikes and unrest amongst the community.
A% meeting was held in Perth in April last,
called by a number of gentlemen interested
in forming the Nationalist party. There
were present nongst others, the Minister
for Mines, Mr, Lathlain, Mr. Vincent, and
the member for a-eo-yne (Mr. Angelo).
This meeting was called to protest against
the injury done to the State by the Federal
Government. Federation was the bogey.
It was no longer a question of winning the
war, but of federation. It Was a new c"ry
found f or the discontented electors of
Western Australia. One of the arguments
used against the Federal Government was
that our timber industry had been crippled
because the shipping companies had raised
the freight on timber 7s, 6id, per load. That
gave the death blow to the timnber trade
with the Eastern States. Neither the Min-
ister for Mines nor any otber gentleman
present on the platform , these including Mvr.
Gregory, the member for Dampier, gave
their audience the real facts of the situa-
tion. Our timber industry, which is one of
our greatest primary industries, received
that death blew not because of federation
nor because. of the system, but because of
the actions of those con1trolling the system.

Mr. Mimasie: It was the administration.
Mr, TROY: The shipping companies oper-

ating on our coat could not have raised the
freight on timber one penny per load had it
not been for the Controller of Shipping.
Therefore, it was the Federal Government
Who wvere responsible, nd those who at-
tenderi the mneeting to which I have referred
did not breathe a word of the real facts to
the members of the audience. It is not thle
system which is' wrong, it is those who con-
trol it who have. been responsible for profit-
eering. Take as another example, the metal
trade whbich was recently held np. That too
was stifled by the Federal Government. Who
introduced a regulation respecting the output

of our base metals? The Metal Board. Who
authorised the formation of that board? The
Federal Governument. The Metal Board held
their power nder the authority of the Fed-
eral Government and therefore-I do not
wake a charge against the member for Gas-
coyne, I prefer to think that he was innocent
and had no desire to mislead the people at
the meeting-that hoard were responsible for
thu base metal industries closing down just
as the Federal Government were responsible
for the severe handicap inflicted on the tim-
ber industry. I am inclined to believe that
the majority of the gentlemdn who addressed
that meeting at the Towni Hall, prominent
Nationalists, had no other intention than
to mislead the people. I rememnbered at
the time the advice once given me
by the gentleman controlling the Rab-
bit Department, Mr. Crawford. We were
talking about the destruction of rabbits and
he said, "You want to change the baits fre-
quently. At one time you can nse phosphor-
ised pollard while the next time you must
use something else." That seemis to be the
policy of the National party. Last time it
was win the war, and now it is the curse of
Federation.

lRon. P. Collier: Change the bait.
Mrl. TRODY: The State Government have

no control over the shipping companies or
the metal industry, but both National Gov-
eruments arc allied by closer associations
than has been the case with any similar Gov-
ernments hitherto. The same causes are af-
firmed by both parties and members in the
Federal Parliamient and in this House found
it necessary to join their opponents isn order
to carry out the policy of the Governments
with which they are now associated. Despite
the fact that the operations of the profiteers
have been to the disadvantage of the prim-
ary producer, no action has been taken up
to date. A new policy has been enunciated
by the member for Perth who I regret to
say is not in his seat. His new gospel to
sate this country and the world is the gospel
of work, more work, work longer and harder.
I cannot help thinking, and I say it without
offence, that the gentleman who gave that
advice never intended that advice to be for
borne consumption. It was advice for the
other fellow. More work for the other fel-
low and not for himself. I would like to
tell the member for Perth-and I hope some-
one will convey my remarks to him-that
there is an old adage which says, "Example
is better than precept." Why does not the
non. member set the example? Why does he
not start in St. George 's-terrace He will get
thousands there who do net add anything
whatever to the wealth of the country. The
occmpations those people are engaged in are
net material to the welfare of the country.
If all the 'work. that the member for Perth
was engaged in for a period of 12 months
was cast into the fire and turned into ashes,
this State would not be one solitary penny
the loser.

Hon. P. Collier: Bertie Johnston would
have been richer.
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Mr. TROY: I am surprised that the gen-
tleman who gave that advice did not set the
example. 'What is wrong with this country
is that those who give the advice about more
*ork and work harder do not propose to
work harder themselves, and those gentlemen
are invariably engaged in professions where-
from they receive considerably more than is
fair remuneration for services rendered. I
guarantee that the primary producer who
grows one bushel of wheat or produces one
ounce of gold or one foot of tinter--

Hon. P. Collier: Or makes two blades of
grass grow where one grew before.

Mr. TROY: Exactly, is wortif all the Pilk-
ingtons and all the gentlemen engaged in
similar professions. I suggest that the mem-
her for Perth and "Billy" Hughes also, who
preached the gospel of work and more work,
should immediately enter upon a new crusade
by lighting the fiery torch and marching
down St. George 's-terrace.

Hon. P. Collier: Calling for recruits.
Mr. TROY: In that way they will do a

greater service.
Hon. P. Collier: They would require con-

scription, I amn afraid.
Mr. Munsie: They would never get it.
Mr. TROY: In my opinion, the majority

of people are engaged in hard work and are
doing their share. I desire to take exception
to the remarks of the leader of the Country
party, that the farmers were the only
people who did their duty to this coun-
try during the war. I consider that
statement was quite uncalled for. The hioe.
mnember said the extreme wings, the profiteer
and the worker, were not doing their duty,
that it -was only the farmer who had done his
duty. My opinion is that all the -workers
in this country have done their duty.

Mr. Harrison: I said there were two ex-
treme wings, the striker and the profiteer.

Mr. TROY: The striker is a man whose
wnges have not been increased to any extent
since the war started. Ile has made great
sacrifices throughout the whole period of the
war. The profi teer, on the other hand, is the
person who has been able to make large for-
tunes. The faniner does his duty but no
mnore tihan any otber primary producer, and
hie has lone it uinder miost favourable
conditions. A great numnber of the elec-
tors represented by the lion. member are
maintained largely by payments made by
the State and these gentlemen who are re-
ceivinig 9s. a dauy and have their own bonmcs
aire able to produce a numiber of comn-
niodities they require. As a matter of fact
they should produce two-thirds of the conm-
inodities thecy require for their livelihood,
nod they are receiving support from the
State to help to mnake a competence. I
do not know what worker wonld not carry
on under similar conditions. I would do so
to in arrow.

Mr. Hudson: Even somne of the Terrace
people would go out uinder those conditions.

AMr. TROY: The leader of -the Country
party spoke for a comunity who had been
given all the inducemnts by which they

could make a honme for themselves. No
lparticular pleading is required for any comn-
mnunity who are carrying on under :iuch
conditions.

Mr. Pickering: The whole of the farming
comuni~lty are not carrying on operations in
that way.

Mr. TROY: I know. The worker 'with his
go. and 10s. a day7 has no hope for the future
except an old-age pension, but the farmner has
sohme hope for the future. He is being main-
tamed by the Government of the country,
and hie should be jolly glad to carry on. I
certainly would do so under similar circum-
stances. I hope the leader of the Country
party will cease making such comparisons
which do little good, This country cannot pro-
gress by the policy of the present Government
or any policy which uip to date has been
adopted in this House, or by other Nationalist
Governments. Before any progress can he
made there must be a radical change. Bani-
ning the profiteer by word of mouth will do
no good. The Government must take radical
mneasures. This brings to mind a reference
made the other evening by the member f or
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) in a speech in
which he could find no good whatever ina the
gentlemen with whom he had been associated
and had found it necessary to leave. He
stated-

Price fixing seemed to be the Govern-
mnent's long suit. One could not be at all
optimistic, with regard to what was likely
to be done by the Government, some of
whose memb ers bad bitterly opposed price
fixing soei years ago. One could not feel
that we were in safe huands, when we had
the Premier, the 'Minister for Works, and
the Minister for Education administering
price fixing because of the speeches they
made in condemnation of the principle.
Price fixing was abolished by those gentle-
men just when it would have been far more
effective than it could possibly he to-day.
Prices having been put up, price-fixing
would not bring them down again.

That is a utost impudent imposture. The
hion. member has been associated for nearly
two years with the very members in whose
hands, he says, be would not trust price fix-
lag, and whom he condemns for having
abolished it. After two years, he has found
it necessary to rise in this House anid cont-
denm the very gentlemen with whom he was
associated, because of what they have inot
done during the whole time he wvas associated
with them as a member of the Ministry. His
conideinnation comes rather late in the dlay.

Roll. P. Collier: The same -applies to his
mriticismn of the State steamuships-a con-
denntion of his own adinistration.

Mr. TROY. In mly opinion hie is imposing
on our credulity. His remarks might be
accepted in Marble Bar, or at Sandy Creek,
but a speech of that character made in this
House, whiere every member is conversa~nt
with the full facts, is 'lot only impudent
but amazing. The member for Pilbarat
richily deserved the condemnation fronm the
Minister for Works. Hle dues not expect
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-very much from the bands of the men who
abolished price fixing. Yet be left this party,
who was responsible for price fixing, and
joined up wvith the very 'party whom he said
for two years baa done nothing and would
not do anything. Now where does the mem-
ber for Guildford (Mr. Davies) stand?

Hon. P. Collier: Any old where.
Mr, TROY: The member for Guildford, to

make his speech, went to every corner of
the universe to obtain information from all
the apostates of democracy to bring contempt
on the principles be pretends to have once
held. I am satisfied the present Government
will not do much good by introducing a price
fixing Bill, unless they are prepared to act
differently when the measure is in operation.
We do not want any more of the pretence or
humbug of the Federal Government who es-
tablished in Australia price fixing institu-
tion;, paying large salaries for inspectors and
clerks, and who never took one solitary. action
and never intended to, because that was pr
of the games. The agreement by which those
Liberals and those who once belonged to the'Labour party came together, namely to re-
establish the postal vote and abolish price
fixing, was never carried out.

Hon. P. E. S. Willmott' (Honorary Minis-
ter):- Do not you think the old Labour party
has something on its soul with regard to the
sugar combine?

Mr. TROY: The old Labour party could
not tackle that because, when the Prime
Minister asked for the power to deal
with trusts end monopolies, the Minis-
ter, for one, voted against it. Mr.
Sampson and Mr. Watt, who opposed the
granting of those powers to the then Federal
Government,, are nor -in favour of granting
themn. The Honorary Minister should be
silent, because be assisted to prevent the
former Government from getting the power
to dcal with monopolies. The Government
will have to take such action as the Govern-
ments in Ttaly and France and America
have taken. In America during the last few
days, the Government have taken possession
of large quantities of foodstuffs and other
commodities. Ia Italy, because the popu-
lace rose in rebellion, the prices fell 50 per
cent. in a ciny. The gaume applies to France,
and prices here would fall if the Govern-
ment grappled -with the problem in earnest,
and if we lhed in the Federal Parliament
members who wyould look after the well-
being of the people of this State. The
Government must give greater facilities for
primary production and, when price-fixing
is inaugurated, I want to see not only a
public servant but a worker on the board
represeniting the producer and consumer. I
wyant the organisationi. too, to have the
power to make profiteering. a criminal
offence, by which they ein imprison any
person found guilty of profiteering. The
Premier's land settlement pulley is one
which he says is *a progressive land policy
for the settlement of the South-West. if
the Government have any particnlar policy,
it is the development of the South-West. I

fear that the Premier proposes to follow in
the South-West that fatuous policy which
brought so much misery in the eastern dis-
tricts of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Defiant optimism.
Mr. TROY; I think such optimism is crim.-

inal because, if he is going to follow that
same fatuous -policy as he followed in the
wheat belt, there will be a lot of ruined
homes end blighted hopes.

Hon. 7. E. S, Willmdtt (Honorary Min-
ister) : Stick up for your country, Peter.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: I cannot stick up f or the
Government.

Mr. TRIOY: The course of the present
Government should he easy because they will
have the -money. The Commonwealth Gov-
erment are providing the money, which we
shall have to pay back later on. All will
go as merry as a marriage bell so long as
the money lasts, but when the money is
spent, the Government then in office will be
in a position similar to that of the last
Labour Government, namely, they will have
to carry the burden. 'The Government's
policy of settling soldiers in the wheat belt
is to buy out settlers who have made good,
who have got their experience and paid
for it, and to put in their place soldiers
without experience.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Some of those settlers
are mighty glad to sell.'

Mr. TROY: But is it good policy to re-
move from the land a settler with the ex-
perience and put on thejand a settler with-
out the experience, who will have the added
burden of thme price piid by the Govern-
menti for the landT I hope that policy will
he discontinued.

The Minister for Works:. We will consider
it.

Mr. TROY: I do not despair of success
in the wheat belt. I was one of those of
whlon the Premier made an experiment, but
I think the future of the wheat belt is as-
sured. But why does the Premier now enter
upon a new policy in the South-West, in
totally different country under totally dif-
ferent conditions when, by the exp~erience
alrendy gained, a policy of settlement Could
be Pursued i the wheat belt? There is much
country in the wheat belt that has not been
tiken up and, if the policy of land settle-
inent were pursued wisely in both areas,
successful results would be secured. I. 'know
the development of the South:West will be
slow. The first meni who go there may not
make good; the second and third generation
will.

Hon. F. RC. S. Willmott (IHonorary Min-
ister): Not with umodern methods.

Mr. TROY: I know the settlement of that
part of the State must be attended to. We
cannot allow the South-West to remain idle
for years, as it has done, but let us not be
too hasty. Let us act with caution, and if
the Government proceed on such lines T
shall not cavil at them. Bet if the. Premier
is going to throw all the repatriation money
holus bolus into the Sdnth-West, and thrust
people on the land there, I shell feel very
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fearsome of the future. I do not know what
the South-West is capable of. We hear a
great deal about the produetion of butter
and bacon there. For some years there
have been butter factories 'at Bunbury anid
lBusselton but, so far as I have hoard, they
have not been largely successful. I am in.
'dined to think that for some years to come
the place which shows the greatest promise
for butter production is the wheat belt. For
two-thirds of the year, the farmers engaged
in wheat production should be able to pro-
vide 'the State's requirements in butter.

The Minister for Works: Horticulture will
transform the country.

Mr. TROY: I visited Yarloop this year
and was interested in the luxuriant growth
of paspaluni, tilt I was surprised to find the
stock miserably poor.

Hbn. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Min-
ister)': At what time of the year?

Mr. TROY: Early this year ; in the sum-
mer. Something must be wrong with that
country when, 'with such luxuriant growth
of paspalum, the stock wer6 still poor. It
cannot possess the 'nutritive qualities, be-
cause I have had 'some experience - of pas'
palum as feed for stock.

Hon. F'. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Min-
later) : That is the worst grass for stock
unless it is kept fed down.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it' must
be kept fed dowix.

MT. TROY : The whole of the north coast
district of New South 'Wals was! transformed
from a very poor district into one of the most
prosperous by the growth of paspalum. Travel-
hag from Brisbane south for 100 miles one can

see paspaluin grass land carrying a cow to
the acre all the year round. I am speaking
from former experience of paspalum and know
what it has done for those districts of New
South Wales and Queensland. The land in
the South-West is sour and it will take home
years to sweeten it, and introduce those
nutritive qualities necessary for fattening cattle
and for milk production. I have had no ex-

peieceo the South-West but I was teared,
iconry which owes its prosperity to paspalum.

I have contrasted some of my own cattle with
cattle I saw while in the South-West, and if I
may judge the relative valiues of the two districts
hy the condition of the .cattle I would not give
1,000 aves of my land for 3,000 acre in the
South-West. I may be wrong, but that is the
impression I formed. There is one aspect of
the repatriation of soldiers and their settlement
on the land which has escaped the observation
of the Government, and that is the cutting up of
pastoral areas. Parliament has made provision
for that purpose, but the Government have taken
no steps in that direction. In my opinion, the
cutting up of large pastoral areas holds out the
best prospects of the successful settlement of
soldiers on Western Australian lands. Take
Yoweragabbie station, and Narlbra station ad-
Joining, covering a total of about one million
acres: 20 soldier settlers @could make a good
living for themselves and their families off
that land if it were cut up. The Government
railway runs right tlhrough that country, and
yet the G overnment will not take the necessary

action, for fear of offending their supporters.
Travelling from the Murchison to Perth recently
'I spoke to one 6f the largest of the Murehison
squires-I will not menftion his name-on this
very subject, and he said to me, " The present
policy cannot continue. We muist cut up the
large pastoral areas. They cannot be held as;
they arc for all time, if the country is to pro-
gress." I say, the sooner the cutting uip is done,
the better for the successful development of

Western Australia and for the railway and general
revenue of this State. We hear of droughts on
the Murehison, but the drought hits the small
squatter no harder than it hits the farmer. If
there were a drought to-morrow, I should lose

dalIaposss, pretty well. But the squatter
dosnt loeeverything because of a drought.

I do not know of any industry in which there is
such quick recovery as in the pastoral industry.
I am speaking of the cutting up of large pastoral
areas into blocks of say 30,000 acres for soldier
settlers.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmuott (Honorary Minister):
Twenty thousand, did you say; or 30,00,0,?

Mr. TROY: I have never yet said that 20,000
ares; is a sufficient area on the Murchison. I
think 20,000 acres was first mentioned in the
Council. What I have favoured is an area
of from p0,000 to 80,000 acres.

Hon. F.. R. S. Willmnott (Hocnorary Minister):
I favour 80,000 to 100,000 acres.

Mr. TROY: Twenty thousand acres was
mentioned, I fancy, for the purpose of prejudicing
thie scheme. The same process of cutting up
could be applied in thd Gascoyne, district. The
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) is enthusias-
tie regarding the possibilities of irrigation in his
electorate. I hope the Government will not
engage in such a scheme. I say this without
any desire whatever of prejudicing the claims Of
the member for Gascoyne. But the hon. member
must realise that a few hundred settlers, even
-100, on the Gascoyne River with a few sore
between them producing perishable commodities
must have a ready market'; and this would
'involve a Government steamship service to
Carnarvon alone. It would never pay. Give
the returned soldier sufficient pastoral land. to
carry 2,000 sheep, and he thenhas the possibility
of making a livelihood for himself aadhis family.
When that has been done, Nye may tackle irri-
gation. I do not consider that the scheme of'
the member for Gascoyne is one which the small
population of this State could handle at present.
Moreover, it would prove too costly. The
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) referred to
the iniquitous land measures passed by the
Wilson Government and the Lefroy Government.
Was the hon. member in his right senses when he
-made that' reference ? Did not ho support
those measures ? Was not ho commended by
Mr. Butcher, the then member for Gascoyne,
because of his broadmindedness? One of the
provisions of the'Bill deprived the people of theft
heritage in the North. Did the member for
Pilbars. condemn, the measure on that account?
No. He condemned it because a few past-
ora-lists would, under that measure, have to
pay higher retals than he thought they ought
to pay. it is opportune to draw attention to
the unsatisfactory advice given to this House
by the Crown Solicitor and the other legal
advisers of the Government.
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Hon, P. Collier - Hear, hear! This House
'was absolutely misled in the passing of that
Bill, and it has been misled since.

Mr, TROY:- If we read the speeches delivered
on that particular measure, it will be seen that
the attention of the Government was drawn to
the matter time after time. But the legal
advisers of the Government, who have all the
knowledge, while laymen have none, said that
there was no danger of large aggregations of
pastoral country being held by a single lessee
under the provisions of the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier:. I suspect the misleading was
not altogether unintentional or entirely accidental.

Mr. TROY: The advice given not only by the
Crown Law Department. but by legal members
of this House was not advice which was in the
best interests of the country.

Hon. P, Collier:- The plain fact is that wehave on the statute-book an Act which we
never intended to pass, and which we never
thought we were passing.

Hon. F. E. S& Wilimott (Honorary Minister):
Who is denying itI

Hon. P. Collier:- Who is responsible f or it?
Mr. Lambert:, Who is going to rectify it ?
Mr. ThObY: As regard the mining industry,

I was surprised to learn that of the amount of'
£E50,000 on last year's Loan Estimates for minin
development, only £E8,000 has been expended.
The member for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) condemn
the late Minister for Mines for the non-expendi
ture of the amount. -The Minister for Mines of -
the day should have done his duty by the min-
ing industry and seen that the full amount
provided was expended in the development
of the industry. In. future I shall do my
best, whoever may bring down the Esti-
mates, to have the full amount for mining
development expended in a, manner which
will promote the indestry. Probably the
Minister thought he was acting eonomically,
and possibly he followed the advice of Cabinet
in this matter, but apparently wvith regard to
economy he has been more loyal to his colleagues
than the other members of the Government have
been to him. I was glad to see a referenee in the
newspapers recently to the fant that the Govern-
ment did not intend to sell the State enterprises.

Ron. 1'. Collier: The Minister for Works is
struggling to get rid of them.

The Minister for Works:- I am not struggling
very much.

Mr. TROY: It is nothing short of poetic
justice that a deputation representing the vies
of the National interests of Western Australia,
should have received the, refusal they did the
other day from no other person than the most
boisterous and violent opponent of State en-
terprise in this House, the present Minister for
Works.

The Minister for Works : Boisterous 2
Mr. TROY: Yes.. "Boisterous" expresses

it. It struck me as poetic justice that the very
persons who put the Government into office on
the promise that the State enterprises would be
got rid of should have received this recent refusal
from no less a person than the gentleman who for
three solid years made no speech in this Chamber
without indulging in violent condemnation of
State enterprises. Now the Nationalists have
learnt that a Nationalist outside the House is
not the same as a Nationalist inside the House,

and that a Nationalist in Opposition is not the
same as a'Nationalist in office. Members of the
Nationalist party will be gratified to learn that
the policy -which they promised the electors at
the lst general election should be carried ot
was not to be carried out, I want to express
my very deep gratification that the $~tate steam-
ship service is to he extended when the time is
opportune, and that the- experiment initiated
by the Labour Government will he continued
and, further, will be enlarged and improved
as time goes on.

Sitting suapendad from 6-15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. A2\GELO (Gascoyne): It is just about
two years since the late leader of the National
party delivered his policy speecht in his elec-
torate. A little later, when I was invited to
enter Parliament, I decided to join the
National party because the Premier'is policy
had appealed to me as the best for the coun-
try at that time, particularly that plank of
produce, produce, produce. I recognised that
although economy and taxation were very
necessary, they in themselves would not bring
us to a better financial position, that it was
essential that we should have greater popu-
lation and increased production. I vrery mnuch
regret to say that I had not been long in
Parliament when I had to acknowledge that
the policy being carried out by the then Pre-
mier aud his Government appeared to be one
of words rather than of action. Another
thing: At the last election some 15 new
memibors were return~l to Parliament,
the greater number of whom rangedl
themselves behind the then Premier
(Sir Henry Lefroy). Those new mem-
bers, presumably, were the best fitted to
,advocate the requiremn'ents of their districts
anti to suggest what was necessary in the
best interests, not only of their electorates,
but of the State as a whole. The then Pro-
inier invited suggestions from these new
ucilbers. Re paid my electorate the corn-
plinient of asking me to mnove the Address-in-
reply. During that debate and others of the
first session of this Parliament, a niumber of
reconmmendations were advanced to the Gov-
cernct. In my opinion it was the 'duty Of
the Premier to have taken cr note of those
reconaendatiens and, at a later stage, called
jUpon those who had mnade them to discnss
the propositiens with him. I contend that
through the Government treating those recoin-
mendations wvith scant courtesy the State has
lost some hundreds of thousanids of pounds.
The statement mnay sound A little exaggerated,
but I intend to prove it. When I moved the
Address-in-reply n'early two years ago I made
use. of the following remarks'-

I desire to refer briefly to the industries
which particularly affect the North-West.
The first I desire ro touch on is the pas-
totni industry, the principal industry of
that part of the State. I am glad to say
that the indnstry is now in a flourishing
condition. But there is danger ahead. Be-
fere the war the shipping requirements of
t he North-West were met by four Singe-
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pore steamers, three cattle steamers, and a
mail boat. That tonnage has now been re-
duced by approximately SO per cent. There
are 110w only two Singapore boats on that
coast, and only one cattle boat, because I
understand the "'Moira''I has been definitely
withdrawn. The one mail boat runs only
occasionally. Hon. members will see that
North-Western tonnage has b)'een reduced
by 50 per cent, But, on top of that, the
effectiveness of the remaining tonnage. has
been further reduced by reaLson of the fact
that before the war the wool went north
and the stock came south, whereas now both
wool and stock have to ctome south. Up to
the present no difficulty has been experi-
enced front this fact, because the seasons
have been good and the stock routes have
been open. The records of the pastoral in-
dustry, however, show that after a cycle of
good seasons we must expect bad seasons.
'We have ]had three goodl seasons, and may
reasonably expect a bad season to follow.
What is going to happen to our produce and
our stock if a bad season conies along next
year, closing the stock routes, with the ship-
ping tonnage fallen away as it has? The
question is not one which affects the North-
West only. The people of the metropolitan
area are to eat the meat of the North-West,
and they will suffer if that meat cannot be
brought down-the cost of living must in
such circumstances increase materially. As
regards the State Steamship Service, I ami
opposed to State enterprise unless the en-
terprise be of such a character that it is im-
possible for any individual or body of indi-

viduals to carry it on. The railway service
is an instance in point; and I Consider it to
the interest of the State as a whole to de-
velop the North- West by steamer communi-
cation in the same way as our Governments
have developed the southern portion of the
State by railway communication. At the
present time, unfortunately, the require-
mnats of the North-West are supplied by
two old, obsolete boats. Both vessels are
too slow for tbe exacting conditions of the
North-Western service. I consider the Gov-
ernment would be acting wisely in imme-
diately ordering two new steamers to run
on the Nortb4West coast.

At that point Mr. Angwin interjected,
" What about the money!'' Continuing my
remarks I said:

Of course the question of money comes
in, but I understand that really
no money would be required to ob-
tain the two steamers. They can
be purehesed on the same conditions
as the "Kangaroo" was purchased. One
of them, a passenger boat, would cost about
£C170,000, and the other, a cattle boat, about
£130,000. If handled on the samne lines as
resalted in the freight bookings made for
tbe "Kangaroo," these two steamers could
ear-n something like £100,000 or £120,000
onX their way out; so that, after deductinig
the cost of running them, they would not
cost the State more .than £50,000 or £60,000

each. The old "lKwioana,''1 which cost the
Government sonmc £17,000 could, I believe,-
be sold to-day for £50,000. The "matter is
one which the Government should take into
their serious consideration in view of the
difficulty threatening the North-West as
regards the getting away of its stock and
produce.

Those figures arc not guess-work. There were
in the possession of the Government At that
time files from - the manmager of the State
Steamship Service advising the Government
that those steamers could be purchased for
thme figures I have quoted if immediately
ordered. Further, Mr. Stevens had otters
of that freight which I have quoted open
for a certain time, until the Government made
up their mind whether or not to purchase the
steamers, That offer of a mail boat for
£170,000 was open, anid only required the
decision of the Government to accept it, as
also was the offer of the stock boat, and the
freights which I said could have been earned
on the way out were also open. The Govern-
ment took no notice of my remarks. -

Ron. W. C, Angwin: It was against their
policy.

Mr. ANGELO: I strongly recommended
that those two, boats should be purchased,
but the Government, taking not the slightest
notice of members who knew the existing
conditions, turned down the proposition. I
was given access to the manager's reports
by the courtesy of the Minister then in con-
trol, so I am niot speaking without my facts.
We are now told that the Government intend
to increase the service, and probably they will
be asked to order a new boat straight away.
That new boat, I am informed by Mr. Stevens,
will cnst £350,000-the same boat that we
could have bought two years ago for £170,000.

The Minister for Works: When did you
hear that from Mr. Stevensl

Mr. ANGELO: Within the lest fort-
night- And the cattle boat will now
cost about £270,000. If we work it out, two
years ago the Government could have got a
new mail boat for £170,000 and a cattle
boat for £130,000, and those two boats on
the way out would have earned freight
of E20,000; thus it will be seen that
we should have had those two boats
running here four or five months ago at a
cost of £100,000. Against -that we shall now
have to pay £620,000 for the two boats,
while the utmost freight they can earn on
the way out will be about £100,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: .Are you sure that
Mr. Stevens was not dealing with the boat
that was recommended -12 months prior to
that?

Mr. ANGELO: The boat I am referring to
is the one which he recommended should be
purchiased two years ago.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: It was recommended
by an engineer in England before the Labour
1arty went oult of office. We proposed to,
buy her, but the Legislative Council turned
dow n the proposed expendituire.
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Mr. ANGELO: It iue~ns that because the
Goveininat did not -then take the advice
offered thenw thiey will new have to pay some-
ting like £400,000 more than should have
been necessary. And in addition to this, the
people of the mnetropolitan area have suffered
cnsiderable loss through those boats not
having been ordered. Mutton is selling up
to is. per lb., and beef to Is, 6d. per lb. Yet
there are 40,000 or 60,000 fat bullocks in
Kimnberley and 100,000 fat sheep in the Gas-
coyne wich cannot be brought down. It will
be. footid that by not having those two boats,
as recoinutended by the Labour Government
and, later on, asked for by members who
knew the conditions in the North, the people
of the mectropolitan area during the last few
months have been paying between £15,000 and
£20,000 par week extra for. -their meat supply.
In the samea speech :r strongly reconuneaded
the apenditure bjy the Government of 'a suik
of £2,000 or £3,000 on ol5ening up a stock
r-onto between Hamnelin Pool and Ajana. It
was only a smiall span of about 80 miles and
this. route wvould have run through virgin
country. All that was required was . three
sub-artesian bores to connect up the- gap be-
tween lielin root and the Murchison
Fivcr, but that also n-as turned down. As I
ipredictedl, bail seasons have ]Low cine along
and the existinig stock rontes are closed. Had
the route. I advocated: at a cost of £2,000
or £El000 been ynt through, the people
of the metropolitan area would have hiad
for consumption 80,000 to 1,00,000 sheep
that are now fat between the Gascoyne
and Woorainel. It was a loss to the popui-
lation of betweea £30,000 and £40,000 be-
cause the then Government had apparently
nio sympathy with the recommendations that
wveru mode. Is it any wonder, therefore, that
1. and others are glad to see a change of ov-
orniontl L welcome. the present Premier be-
cause "I feel sure he is a p rogressive man. fie
Jhas announced his policy. It is to a. large
extent the same as that of his p-edecssor,
bult I. feel certain that in this instance it is
going to be a policy) of action rather thant of
-words. This I consider is whbat Western
Auistralia requires at the piresent time. The
Premiler n-ill agree with mue when I say that
the only way this State is going to square
its finances, or in any1 way to develop, is by
increasing the popuilation and production. '
shou~ld be onilyv too pleast ed to see the indebt-
edness of the State increased by .50 per cent.
if at the, smie time we could double our
population. That wouldI bring down the in-
debtedness per head by' 38 per cent. The
Premier has been accused of bad administra-
tion in his past land policy. Probably there
have been faults in that direction, The moan
who maikes no mistakes generally does not
Io munch for his country. From what I 'have

learned since I sat in this House, and from
Various visits I have paid to differ-ent parts
of the State, I feel that a lot of the troubie
was duie to bad advice and bad information
tendered by the various departments. There
is one ca ,c in which the Premier is accused
of having sent people omit to settle in a dis-

rol

trict for wheat growing where there was a
rainfall of 14 indies in the year. Since the
people have been settled there, the rainfall
has been very short -indeed. I find that bad
records-

Mr. Pickering: NO records at nRl1,
Mr. ANGELO: Or I should say, perhaps,

the absence of records has created this posi-
tion. Sonmotines the statistics that are kept
aire very faulty; IEn connection with the Gas-
itoyle settlemlent,, we were told by Mr. Our-
lewis that Garuarvon 'had net enough wind
with which to drive a wiuninill for any length
of time throughout the year, and that there
was not as mnuch Wind as there is in Perth. I
would point out that at the Observatory the
winld gauge is at the top of the building,
whereas in Carnarvon it is in a backyard
surrounded by other buildings. The skippers
of the Oliffercnt vessels trading along the
coast say that Carnarvon is s windy
a place as nay on the coast, The
Premier has been blaimed for faulty methods
itt comieetion with his land policy, but in my
opinion these fauilts were not due to him but
to the departmental officers4. One glaring
istance was brought tinder ma) notice re-
cently, in Ajana we visited several little
farmsa lately. The people there eachi have
200 or 300 acres, and are growing a little
wlmeat* and carrying a fgw sheep. On each of
these farms .1 noticed a. large agricultural
inachine--I believe a harvester-costing
about £100. These wAere lying out in
time sun and the weather. None of theth
farms possessed a, windmill or a tank. The
first thing in the Iiraifig the farmer had to
get up, anid for two hours or *so draw
water until hie hjad enough for his
family and his stock. le then seat his dog
rond the paddoeks and had thre sheep
brought in to water. Is it any wonder that
tile stock did not get fat? If the proper
method had been adapted of utilising one
of these harvesters for every lmalf a dozen
farmners very umuch better results outld have
been obtained.

'rho Minister for Works: They will not
1p0o1 the poison carts, let alone the 'harvesters.

Mr. ANGELO: That only shows that there
is a want of tact sorhewhere. One har-
yester would have sufficed for at least half
a dozen of these people, and the money saved
could hiave been spent on windmills and
tank s, With windmills the water could have
been raised, and so umuch time would have
been saved' to the farmner for his ordinary
olerations. It seems -ridiculous that vain-
able machinery like this should be left out
iii the sun to rust and perhaps only he used
during one week in the year, whilst, if one
harvester could- have been shared by half'a
dozent farumers, the umoney saved could have
been spent on providing better water facili-
ties. By. this nmeans the sheep would have
become fat instead of- being kept poor by
being run in once a (lay by means of a dog.
With regard to the offer to the British Glov-
ernment to takce a large number of ex-
soldiers as settlers in this cuoumtry, if thme
Premier can arange 'for each imumigrant to
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be acecnmpanied. by the sumi of £500, I say
letL him go ahead at once and complete the
arrangement.

Hon. P. Collier: Or send the £500 unde-
conipanied. by anyone.

Mr. ANGELO: I. understand that about
12,000 men a year are to come here, over a
period of three years. Do lion. memberis rea-
lise that this means, in the course of three
years, that a aunt of 18 maillion- pounds will
he available for the development of the
State!

Hon., P. Collier: H-ow much?
Mr. ANGELO:- I said a sum of 18 moil-

lion pounds. The leader of the Opposition
apparently does not realise what that offer
means to the country. Our indebtedness is
only about 36 millions, and if we can get
another 18 millions of money guaranteed
by the British Governmenit we shduld not
hesitate to take it. We have also three
or four million pounds front the repatriation
scheme, 'which I 'am glad to see the Govern-
nient are accepting. So that the best
results may be -had from this expenditure,
the Government would be well advised to.
secure the services of experts, men who are
thoroughly experienced in the development of
our various industries. The Public Works
flepartmeat would also very much benefit if
it possessed an engineer of more experience
than the officer we now have.

The Minister for Works: Do you mean for
the . North-West?

Mr, &NGELO: I mean for the whole
State. It is ridiculous to expert that we Canl
get the best engineering abiliy and know-
l .edge for the paltry sum that is being paid
to our- Engineer-in-Chief.

The Minister for Works: It is £1,300 a
year.

Mr. ANGELO: It is; no more than a soft
goods firm would pay to its manager. 'We
want an engineer in, this State- who has a
vcry wide experience and a knowledge of the
latest methods employed throughout the
world, even if we have to pay him uip to
£3,000 a year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have a very
good loanl now.

.Mr. ANGELO: Unfortunately, as pointed
out in the loading article of the. ''West
Australian"' to-day, there is a number of
mnonumecnts tip and down the State which do
nut reflect credit upon the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How do you know
he was the engineer responsible?

Mfr. ANGELO: Hle is the permanent head
of that particular section.

I-on. W. C. Angwin: He is not.
Tire 'Minister for Works: Many of these

things were not under his jurisdiction.
KrD. ANGELO,; Who, then, is to blame?

Tire time has come Waein this State should in-
port an enlgineer, say, from India, or any other
country where irrig4ation works are carried
onl on a large scale, in order that we Might
have the benefit of his services. The future
of. the 'North-West will deperif to a great
extent on irrigation works. T. am not talking
about the Gascoyne River onl1Y, because

there are mnany rivers besides that one.
There are dozens of rivers which are ladiV-
ably suited for irrigation purposes. We
miust have an engineer who has had experi-
ence in this direction. 'If not, we shah be
obli~ged to educate one of our Own at con-
siderable expense to the State. We also
'require experts for other matters in regard
to which the Government decide that expan-
sion and development are necessary. Ut is
better. to pay a man a good salary than to
pay for tire huge mistakes that have been
made anid are liable to he made by incom-
petent persons.

The Minister for Works: When our young
fellows go from here they get dobble the
salary in the other states.

Mr. ANGELO: If we have a 'good man
we should pay him and stick to himn. What
is the good of allowing our good men to
leave us for the sake of a paltry few hun-
d!red a year?

Mr. 0 'Loglen: The Minister for Works
could not stick to anything.

The Minister for Works: Could I not?
lHon. P. Collier: I am afraid we shall lose

the Minister for 'Works unless we raise his
pay.

Mr, Lambert: He has stuck to his port-
folio pretty well,

Mr. ANGELO. With this British Govern-
inent scheme anid thie repatriation schem-le we
should have a sum of about 20 million
pounds to spend within a few years. Let
us, therefore, have in our departments men
who are capable of devising the best means
for the exp~enditurre of this money.

Eon. T. Walker: More business acumien.
Mr. AINGCELO: :rf we have not got it in

tire House, let us imipor-t it and pay for it.
The member for Irwint (Mr. Gardiner) dealt
briefly the other night with the question of
the I'ederal and State finances. I should
like to remind hion. members that two years
ago I asked a question in this House with
regard to the finances of the State in con-
junction with the Federal finances. -

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It caused a lot of public
conmment at the time.

Mr. ANGELO: In the answer to those
questions we wvere promised by the head of
the Government that an opportunity would
be given for a debate on the matter so that
the best brains the House possessed might
argoe it out. NT\othing more was heard
about it. I pointed out that within two
years we would have to approac-h the Fed-
eral Government for a new financial arrange-
ment.

Mr. 0 'Logien: You did not revive the
question yourself.

Mr. ANGELO: I did. If the hion. mem-
ber will turn to the debates of last session
he will see that I spoke for nearly half an
boor on it, arid I urged the government to
carry out the promise given us during the
prev ious session to let the House debate the
Matter.

Hon. P. Collier:. Then why support a Coy.
erment who will not keep 'their rronises?
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Mry ANGELO: We have a new leader now
and some new blood in the Government.

Igo6n. P. Collier: How about' bringing
Hughes to the bar of the House and making
himy listen to us while. we debate the sub-
ject.

kr. ANGELO: The other day I got frout
the Under Treasurer figures to the 30th .Tine
of ttisH year. The State received fromt the
Commonwealth during the 12 months ended
.80th June last 259. per head of the popula-
tion. That amounted to £391,995. There was
a special contribution of £E164,710, while the
old age pensions amounted to £168,006, and
the maternity bonus to £87,685, making a total
of £762,346.. Against that the Federal Gov-
eralnet received from Western Australia in
taxation-this is estiniated-68O,000. Cus-
totns. payments received in this State amounted
to £675,465, and we might also add 159. per
hlead of the populationi-a reasonable figure-
becata we are a consuming State and we
send to the other States for comnnodities on
which customas dluties are paid there.. That
would givetis £280,000. Therefore, in all,
we find that this State paid thle Oommon-
wealth approximately £1,585,465, -which gives
us a difference of £823,119 to the disadvan-
tage of Western Australia, We can fairly
estimate that the cost of the various deoart-
mets-I am leaving out the Post and Tele-
graphs because the revenue and expenditure
there are nearly equal-would amonunt to prob-
ably £150,000. So that we are, ronghly
speaking, nearly £ 700,000 to the bad so farma
our relations with the Comm nonwealth are
concerned. [I think that that matter has to
be seriously considered by the Government
and the House, and all I ask is that the de-
bate, which I advocated two years ago, should
now take place, so that every inenmber might
weigh the pros and eons as they appeal to
him. That would be a big guidance for thle
Treasurer, or the Premier, or whoever might
be going over early next year to confer with
the Pederal Government and members of
the. other States in connection with the
drawing up of the new agreement. That is
only one of the many disadvantages that this
State is suffering from in connection with
Federation. Other disadvantages have been
ientioued at various times. There is the

base metals industry, which has been so ser-
iously interfered with and threatens serious
loss to this State. 1 would like to draw at-
tention to the fact that the Commonwealth
are still -advertising their loans and making
them tree of State taxation. It is estimated
that for every million pounds of war loan
that this State raised it is now losing £7,000
or £8,000 a year in taxation, simply because
of the actioa of the Federal1 Government.
That is another disadvantage under which we
]ahour. There was a public meeting hel
in the Townr Hall. recenitly, and the Govern-
inent were approached with a reqiiest that
?%fr. Owen or somne other Government official
quadifted to carry out the work, should pre-
pare a report in connection with this -mattdr.

My., 0 Loghlen: What happened to the
Premier that night?

- 'Mr. ANGELO : We have nqt heard yet
and no report has yet been published.
. -'hope, however, that the Government will
take the matter seriously into consideration.
Something like £700,000 a6 ydar is our flnan..
cial disadvantage, and we are sitting here and
not a member of the Government will give us
any word or explanation, or any idea of how
the position is viewed, or what it is intended
to do. When we can arrive at some arrange-
ment with the C0ommonwealth by which this

great disadvantage will disappear, our
troubles will be lessened. I have pointed
out before and I want to repeat it, that in
Western Ausatralia we have a northern terri-
tory of our own, and Western Australia has
contributed something like £400,000 towards
the cost of the administration of the Federal
Northern Territory.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Against that there is thle
expenditure on the Trans-continlental railway.

The MI~inistei for Works: They will make
us pay for that right enLough. Don't you
worry I

Mr. ANGELO: The attention of the Join-
nionwealth Qovernment should be drawn' to-
the Northern Territory question and they
should he asked to refund what we have paid.
annually on the understanding that we spend
it in the development of our own northern
territory. The memnber; for Irwin (MA-r. Car-
diner) criticised the statement made by Mr.
Hlhmes in another place that we were going
back at the rate of about £2,000 a day, and
hie pointed out that although our d eficit for
the last 12 months was £662,000 we had con-
tributed £Z313,000 to the sinking fund an d
that that- left us to the had only to the ex-
tent of £2979,000. I have before me a re-
turn giving information about the loan ex-
penditure of last year. rI thud that depart-
mental expenditure ran into £28,000, and that
harbours and rivers accounted for £66,000.
W~e know that in connection with most of
these harbour and river works they are
merely patching oip old lobs piaid for out
of previous loans.

Mr. 0 'Loghien: That is about all the doe-
partynent is fit for to-day.

Mr. ANGELO: This shoold hare been paid
for out of loan. There was also spent on
the development of agriculture £588,000, on
public buildings £21,000, and OnL the Wynd-
ham Fr ,ee~iag Works £100,000. f ask hon.
umnimbers whether these are reproductive
works, We may perhaps leave out the Wynd-
hami Freezing Works. We get a total' then
of over £300,000. The member for Irwin
stated that if we went to a bank manager
and said that we had spent so much and
against that we had so much for stiking

. fond, the bank would be satisfied we had
only gone back to the extent of the differ-
ence. No manager would ask for informea-
tiom] as to how the money had been spent,
and whetter it ha been spent in the direc-
tion to which I have just -referred. Hfe would
ask how muchl was to be allowed for depre-
ciation.
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Mr. Lambert: Yeu must have put the
acid on them pretty solidly when you were
a bank manager.

Mr. ANGELO: I carried out my duties
ont business lines. Sonic of this expenditure
to which, I refer is departmental. There is
no ,thing reproductive there. I contend that
we ought to look upon that sinking fund as
a depreciation fund and it is a mighty little
one if taken at 'that. The other day I was
discussing the matter with the er-Treasurer
and lit, said, "'It does not matter; you must
take into consideration public buildings pon-
structed out of revenue seine years ago.'' I
told himn, however, that I considered that was
bad business because we could not take
credit for en asset built up somne years ago,
to bolster up the deficit for the current year.
I. consider that Mr. Rohinds was quite right
when hoe said we were going back at the rate
of £2,000 a dlay.

The Minister for Mines: You must, take
your assets into account when you prepare a
balanice sheet.

M r. ANGELO: Mr. Holmes referred to
the losses we had experienced during the
last three or four years.

Mr, Lambert: Who is Holmes?
Mr. &nigwin: Yuu admnit that the Labour

pa rty left behind some assets?!
Mr. ANGELO: I admit that there are

good assets and if a balance sheet were
prepared we would find the assets copi-
stlerably higher than the liabilities, but that
is net what Mr. "Hebut-s contended. ils con-
tention is that wve are goinig back at the
rate of £2,000 a day and I think he is right.
I. ant net a pessimist; neither do I cry stink-
ing fish, but it is due to hon. menibers to
realise that the positioni is bad and we must
do our hest to eonoinise in administration
and not object to fair taxation, and that
we most assist the Government in carrying
out their policy of production and also
endeavoor to increase the population.

The Minister for Mines: Row are you
going to conomise -in administration!

Mr. ANGELO: That should be dohe to
the utmost of the Government's ability.

Hon. P. Collier: That is definite enuGgh,
surely.

Mr.. Lainbert: You can go to the country
on that.

Mr. kNGELO: There iS another matter
I would like to niention and it is the rent
on lpastoral leases. It wfil be remembered
that an Act was passed in 1917 which per-
initted pastoral leases to be brought under
its provisions, one of which was that rent
'was to be doubled. What the Govern-
wient. are doing at the present time is that
they are charging all the iiew leases-and
abont nine-tenths of the old leases have been
brought under the provisions of the Act-
double rent, and are net waiting until the
appraiser comnes along and fixes what the
rent shall he. Many of those leases on
which double rent is being paid will have
to be brought back to the old rates, and
it may be that future rents will be even
lower.

Hou. P. Collier: They will get a refund.
Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but what is -being

done with the money in the meantime I I
consider that half of the additional rent
should be lodged in the Treasury to the
erbedit of a separate fund from which re-
bates could be made. In that way we would
not be hampering financially the years to
come. That would he only a fair business
propositiosi. Instead of doing that the Gov-
ernment are bolstering up the present
.revenue by the amount rdceivod to the
detriment of the years to conie when the
rebates will have to be made. I do not
consider that is fair business.

Hon. P. Collier: They~ are not considering
a year or two; they will not be there thea.

Mr. ANGELO: Regarding repatriation,
,.much can be dlone in the South-West, but the
Government should not allow too much of
our valuable timber land to be cut out. It
is of no use settling one induLstry at the ex-
Penl.Se Of another, And I m afraid that, when
land is being cleared for many of the settle-
ints, timber reserves will be depleted.

lIron. F. E. S. Willunott (Honorary Minis-
ter): There is any amount of land without
timnber.

M r. ANGELO: I. am told that valuable
timber is being cleared at present to create
settlements for returned soldiers.

Hen. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You are misinformed,

M~r. ANGELO: The member for Mt. Mag-
net (Mr. Troy) mnentioned the proposed set-
tlemntt on the Gascoyne, and I must reply to
his criticisms. 'What we want is not a large
settle ment hut 200 or 300 inc ii sent there for
demonstration purposes. Time larger schemes
will come later on. Every pound of butter,
bacon and cheese that is used in the North-
West comes from the south, and( is probably
imported from the Easterbk States. Mr.
Scott, the State Jrrigatiouiist, who visited
the Gascoynec with mie recently, is
very pleasedP with what he saw of the
prospects for dairying there. We want to
establish a small dairying proposition to sup-
ly the North-West with our own products.
The member for Mt. Magnet seems to think
the idea is to settle huge numbers of people
in the Gascoyne. That will nlecessitate a
large expenditure to dam the rivers. I amn
not asking for that at present. All I want
is a small settlemeunt to proVe tme possibilities
of that portion of the State. The member
for Mt. Magnet. also spoke of cutting uip
large pastoral areas into smaller stations. I
agree it would be a very goud thing if some
of those large stations could be cut up andI
so mafde to support larger numbers of people'.
Some of the holdings are far too large, hut
we are faced with a brick wall. The present
Act does not allow of pastoral leases being
resumed for pastoral purposes; they may be
resumied for agricultural purposes.

Hon. W, C. Angrin: That is wherb the
Act is wrong.

Mr. ANGELO: Just so. The Government
have the machiucry now under the Repat-
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niation Act, so long as they compensate the
holder. t thiik compensation miighitbe offered
in soniceases, and an effort made to purchase
some of these leases. If the Governrment ap-
proached some of the station owners, I feel
certain they would make a reasonable offer
6f seone of the properties. Drought is prevail-
ig at present and a number of station own-
er-

Ali-, Munsie: Want to get out.
Mr, ANGELO: There is Ai bogey over their

beads in connection with war profits and
other taxation, and they cannot miake a
'"do"' of things. New would be the time
to approtch them and see whether they
would sell. I was hoping the intention of
the Jiouse that no man should hold moe
than one million acres would be rigidly
adhered to. Prom the answers given to-
day, apparently that is not being done.

H-on, F. E. S. Willunott (Honorary Min-
ister) : The Act has been rigidly adhered to.

Mr. ANGELO: Perhaps so, but not the in-
tention of the House. I would welcomne leg-
islation that would give effect to the wishes
of the Rouse as expressed when that
measure was passed. I was looking for-
ward to soni of these areas of over
one million acres being made avail-
able for soldier settlements, because I con-
sider our soldiers should be given the best
wre have. They gave the best they had, and
we shouliid do the same. I urged in this House
last year that a vaat piece of. land near
Hamelin Pool, coniprising soine three omillion
ac-res, should be earmarked for returned sol-
diers. I understand it is good sheep coun-
try, but requires water. I induced a few
returned soldiers to go with me to the Hon-
orary Afinister, who met us in a very syni-
pathetic spirit aind promised an artesian
boring plant, The Whole of that lanl has
now been taken up by returned soldiers,
and the Mlinister has despatched a boring
plant to prove the country and develop it.
To show what the Government and those
desirous of ass-isting. the soldiers are doing,
T may state that I went to the Lands De-
paqrtm ent and found that an outside man
bad applied the other day for the whole of
the remaining land, eonsistitg of .400,0
acres, and I had the application refuised
on the ground that this area wonid settle
four soldiers.

Mr. Harrison: Is there artesian water
near by?

Mr. ANGELO: The closest bore is about,
.15 miles from the boundary of one' of the
blocks. The flow is two million gallons of
potable water from a depth of 370 feet, and
all this land, necoiding to Mr. Gibb Mait-
land, is in the artesian basin. The Minister
has gone further and has despatched an ex-
pert to-have the land inspected, so that none
of these returned soldiers will be embarked
on an unprofitable undertaking. I wish to
thanik the Honorary Minister for the assist-
ance he has given in this direction. I ami
certain if the results prove satisfactory, we
shall have a nice little district settling soe-
thing like 30 soldiers on propositions that will

prove profitable to thjemi. The Premier men-
tionod the settlement of the Kim berleys .1
would again tirge the Government to consrider
the scheme I advanced to the House last year
-the settlement of the land between -Wynd-
ham and Derby, where there are tens of
millions of acres of magnificent pastoral
country,' well watered, with numerous flow-
hig rivers. Mr. Fred Brockman's report has
given us that information, ajid others who
have been there since corroborate his state-
ient. There are also good harbours.
The Government should send uip a boat with
200 or 300 returned soldiers, accompanied by
a, doctor and a few surveyors, Tfhey could
pick tip horses on the road, and settle a town
in one of these harbours, as was done at
Wyndham. The one trouble is the natives.
People have kept away from that part of the
State owing to the presence of large. numbers
of wild natives.

Mr. Rickdring: Wliat do you suggest doing
with the natives?

Mr. ANGELO: With the kind, but firm
treatimeiit which only a band of soldiers
could give them, these natives in a year or
two would he transformed from hindrances to
assets. After a little training, natives
make capital stockmn~e. If such an
expedition wore fitted out, I feel sure
the same success would result as in the
ease of the expedition 'which developed the
district of -Wyndhani 20 or 30 years ago.
One of the great disadvantages in settling
our soldiers in the pastoral industry is the
heavy cost of wvire; but this would be a cattle
proposition and no wire would be required.
I trust the Government will consider this
scemeie. I have mentioned it to several people
who know the Kimberley district well, and
they all consider it is the one way of develop-
ing that portion of tie State. If it were
developed it would he capable in a few years
time of carrying a quarter of a million extra
cattle. Another great feature to its ad van-
tage is that we already have meat works on
one side-at Wyndhanr-and I understand a
company is being formed for the erection of
meat works at Derby, so that by the time
they had stock for sale, these settlers would
have a market for their stock on both sides.
Regardig the State steamship service, I am
opposed to business coicerns being, undertaken
by the *Government, but I do not consider
steamships are business concerns. Steamships
arc as necessary for the development of the
North as are railways dow-n here.

Air. Lanmbert: Does that make them any
the less State-owned?

Mr. ANGELO: No; I advocate that 'the
State should own them. Without favourable
freights we shall never be able to develop the
North. The mnember for Mt. Magnet has
quoted figures setting olut the huge profits
made by private steamship comipanies. That
is one reason why the State should continue
its service. If companies make such huge
profits, they would be made at the expense of
the developmenct of the North-West if it had
to depend on privately-owned heats.
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Mr. 'Munsie: Do nlot you think it would
have lken a good thing if the Commonwealth
lhad -owned all those steamers and made the
profits for the people?

Mlr. ANGELO: J think so.
Mr. Munsie: Yet you are against State-

owned concerns.
Mr. ANGELO: I object to State-owned

brick works and such like. But it is isapos-
sile to get private individuals or companies
to start steamship services in opposition to
an existing monopoly. Anyone will start
brick works and fish shops.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you say wie should
have implement works?

Mr. ANGELO: I do not think so. The
Farmers and Settlers' Association- are be-
coming a very powerful factor in the land,
and should be able to raise enough money to
carry on implement works themselves.
The North-West is not full of squat-
ters, as sonie members seem to think. I
suppose there are 50 or (60 working men for
every -squatter in the North-West. It is for
their sake, and for the sake of the thousands
of people we hope to get there to develop
that huge area, that we want these steamers.

Mr. Green: Are you in favour of national-
ising wool raising on the same lines?

Mr. ANGELO: 1. do not think it is pos-
sible. Private enterprise seems to be able to
do more in that direction than' would be
possible if it were put into a huge Govern-
meat concern.

M r. O'toghlen: Why have a wheat pool?
The Minister for M'ines: Would you nation-

alise chemicals?
Mr. Lambert: Mnd flour also?
Mr. ANGELO: We are not getting out of

our steamships the work that we should.
The State steamship Fuela' r uns fromt Al-
bany to the south coast. The other dlay I oh.
talined a time table of this steamer's running.
One can hardly credit it, but I find that for
two months out of every three she is tied up
at Albany jetty for- 20 dlays out of 28, and
that in the third month she is tied uip simi-
larly for 16 days out of 28. Meantime the
North-West is star-ving for steamer space.
Before the strike, the vessel was leaving Al-
liany on a Wednesday to r-un to Israelite
Bay, whence she returned in five days, where-
upon she was tied up for nine. Thereafter
shte went to Esperance and back again, tak-
ing three days, and their was tied tip for 11
lays. This went on month after month.
Had the boat been diverted to *Carnarvon,
she could have done the work on the South
coast as well. Had she been allowed to go
into Shark Bay, it would have saved the
''flambra'' two (lays on her monthly trip,-
one day going up) and one dlay coming back.
Moreover, the ''Thcla'' could Itnye taken all
the Oarnrvon cargo and saved the ''Rain-
bra'' that space also, the unloading of the
cargo taking a dlay. Thus the ''Bambra''
would have been saved three days on her
monthly trip.-

The Minister for Mines: But we have a
mail contract on the South coast.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. That disability was
huiled at mny head by the Postmaster Gen-
mi' Pepartment, and there was shown to
me a long telegram from the people of Is-
raelite Bjay objecting to any interference
with their postal service. But the scheme I
suggest would not interfere with, the Israelite
Bay reidents' postal service for one hour.
The boat could have run to Israelite Bay in
exactly the same way as she is doing now,
once per month. .

Mr. Hudson: But the boat comes up to
Fremantle also. Be fair.

NIr. ANGELO: If she is comning up to
]Fremnantle, she is on her way to Carnarvon.
Contrast the running of that steamer with
the running of the little ''Kurnalpi,'' which
is owned privately. The ''Kurnalpi'' is into
port one dlay and out the next. As regards
the EsperaLce Mils, they could in these days
of shipping shortage be sent by motor car,
if necessary. Under the scheme I propose,
the mail service on the South cast might be
a little irregular, but that is the only dlis-
advantage involved. The ''Danibra'' on her
last trip North shut out about 50 passengers
and about 200 tons of cargo for Wynidham.
This could be avoided if my suggestion were
adopted. However, E1 feel certain that the
Minister now controlling the State steamship
service will give my proposal every consid-
eration.

lon. P. Collier: Yes, especially as re-
gards takin g the boat away fromt ' Albany
and sending her uip North.--

Mft, AINGELO: I do not wish to take that
vessel awvay fromi Albany at all. It is only
a matter of slightly altering the
time table. As regards freezing works,
J. an, glad to inform the House that
a companY has been formed for the ejection
of freezing works at Carnarvon and that the
works have already been started. The pre-
paring of the land has been completed, ansi
all that we are waiting for now is shipping
to take up the building material and portion
of the machinery. The Carnarvon works will
deal with 1,500 sheep per day and will employ
160 men. r. mention these things because the
member for Canning (Mr. Robinson) has
told us what Frensantle is going to do in this
direction. The squatters of tlid Carsiarvon
district have raised £46,000 and the Govern-
ment have lent the company-this is by way
of. loan only-a sum of f,'0,000.

Hon. P. Collier: At what rate of interest?
Mr. ANGELO:- At five and- a half per

cent. The company have to give the Gov-
eruisient a mortgage in the same way as a
banik would requlire.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Here we -hove the
Govertnment borrowing money at upwards of
six perceent. and lending it at five and at half
per cent.

Mr. ANGELO: The money is being ob-
tained by the Government at four and a half
per cent: from the insurance companies.
These meat works being required as an in-
surance against faniine, the transaction seems
perfectly justified. As to the freezing works
ut Fremantle, T do not care whether thet Gov-
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eminment build them or a private company
build them, but I do strongly urge that the
cool storage chambers at Fremantle should be
controlled by the Goveranent.

The Minister for Mines:. They should be
on the wharf, too.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes.
Mr, M~unsic: I thought you were opposed

to State enterprise.
Mir. ANGELO: I ant giving my reasons

for this. I believe~in co-operation. The Car-
narvon meat works are being built by squat-
ters on a co-operative basis.

Hon, P. Collier: With the co-operation of
the Government.

Mir. ANGELO: Geraldton. will do the
sauna, and so, I presume, will other centres.
B ut Whenm it comies to the only port in West-
ern Australia from which frozen meat con.
be shipp7ed-

The Minister for' Mines: No. There is
Albany.

M r. ANGELO: Albany is at the other
end. The North-West has to depend on
Fremantle for export, and I ibontend it is on
the lines of co-operation if the Government,
representing the whole State, should take
part in establishing cool storage at the only
port from which the northern pastoralists'
produet can be shipped. Cool storage should
he part aud parcel of the Promanitle
harbour facilities accommodation in the
same way as the wharves end sheds
are. r-hat is the only means by which the
northern pastoralists can get a fair deal
when shipping front Fremantle. We do not,
know who may be in control of cool storage
at Freumantle. It mighit be. the party with
which the meuinher for Sussex (Mr. Picker-
ing) is associated. I amn pleased to see the
brief reference in the Governor's Speech to
the North-West and its development. I
thank the Premier for having advised the
Governor to that effect, but I do hope that
the reference in question will not be like so
many siumilam- utterances in the past, simply
a matter of words. I hope the Government
will recognise that the North-West is not
only a portion of the State requiring devel-
opment, but one which can be turned into a
lunge asset, an asset which will help mater-
inIlly to bring the State finances to a Piosition
which we all desire they should attain.

M r. LAMBERT (Coolgardie): I have for
somec little time been convinced that of all
the difficulties confronting this State, in-
cluding variable climatic conditions and poor
land and many other drawbacks, the biggest
which the State has to confront is Parlia-
ment itself. Until the people of this State
are courageous enough to deal with Parlia-
uncut itself' we shall not Ranve that develop-
neht which Western Australia should wit-

niess. The whole futility of the Pnrliamnmgn-
ary system of Western Australia has been
beautifully illustrated by the history of the
pest three years, and it is to be hoped that
Western Australia will never witness a recur-
rence of such events. I need hardly refer
to the lightning change artists em' the politi-

cal horizon of this State since the last
general election. I may just allude to the
absolutely unqualified and callous hypocrisy
of the pretences under which a great num-
ber of memibers of this House were elected.
The pretences which were made in a spirit
of opposition to the Labour party at the last
general election were absolutely, false and
unpardonable. As a result of a strong
appeal made by the late Mr. Wilson to the
leader of the Labour party, an undertaking
was given by the member for Boulder which
must stand for all time to the absolute credit
of the party now in Opposition. We ad-
libred to that undertaking, although we had
many insults to bear, much that hurt not
only our feelings of personal pride but our
sense of mnhood. In observance of that
agreement we were compelled to stand idly
by while the untmost possible political hypoc-
risy and humbuig were being practised in the
legislative halls of this State. On top of'
that there has been the insidious growth of
the Fledcral Parliamentary system. until
the people of this Stite and of the other
States of the Commonwealth realise that
there must be an absolute re-modelling and
re-casting. of our whole constitutional sys-
hem, we shall not have progress in Australia.
It is almost unthinkable that the Australian
people to-day should seiffer seven State Par-
liaments at the same time as there is an in-
creasing growth of the functions of the Fed-
eral Parliament It is unthinkable, too, that
the Australian people should suffer in times
like these such ornamental institutions as
the State Governorships. Fancy that to-day,
when Western Australia is on the v-ery verge
of bankruptcy, we should have an absolutely
useless and stupid institution like Govern-
ment H~ouse I It is almost unbelievable that
this should be tolerated by men who are sup-
posed to represent the spirit of advance and
to be iniied with something like common
sense. Why do not men of that standard go
out and tell the people of this State that such
ani institution as the State Governtment House
is absolutely unnecessary and should be east
aside? That is not the only function of our
present governmental system whieh requires
re-modelling. Surely to Heaven we can deal
with some of the administrative heads in a
more or less effective manner! To-day it
is known that iii many of our departments
the heads are standing in the way of pro-
gress and reform.

Hun. F. B3. S. Willmnott (Honorary Minis-
ter): So much for Buekingham; off with his
hlead!

Mr/t. LAM-vIIERT: No, I amn not going to
adopt die methods which the hion. member
adopted towards State orchards. I amn not
going to be as severe as that. I only ask
him as Honorary Minlister to go oat into
the highiways and byways and tell the peo-
ple the plain trulth, refraining from indulg-
ing, for the sake of political position, in the
hypocrisy that has eharactemrised the life of
this Parliament. Much has been inid aboult
the existing social unrest. It was certainly
good of the Premier, and it stands to his
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credit, that withi his big-heartedness hie im-
mediately came to the relief of many men
who had been automatically forced out of
employment. But does he not realise that
until the cause of the present industrial un-
rest has been erased from our social and
economic life, the unrest will continue? It
would be to his credit if he realised that the
State Arbitration Court is on. its death bed,
and that until some institution can be built
up which will give us a more equitable end
just divisible result of capital and labour,
the industrial unrest will continue, In two
instances the Premier has afforded somne re-
lief, but will he not realise that until the
paramount cause of the present industrial
unrest is removed, he will be called upon in
and out of season to give the same relief by
way of sustenance which he has been so
lavishly affording throughout the country
during the last few weekst

The Minister for Mines. You frankly con-
fess that it is lavish relief.

Mr. LAMBERT: I say it, not to the die-
paragenient of the Premier, but to his credit.
it is more than some of the white-livered
brigands. outside the Chamber would do. Re-
cently no less a person than the King referred
to the ''dawn of the new order." Surely
to God it sounds hypocritical when people
who only the other day were preaching about
''the manhood who had left these shores
to make Australia safe for deniocracy,''
should now talk about the dawn of a new
order. His Mujesty time ging is reportedl to
have said-

He wats convinced that nothing w~as more
essential for national prosperity and hap-
piness than education. True education, de-
veloping to the fullest extent the spiritual,
mental and physical potentialities of every
member of the community, would trans-
form the national life in a generation.

It was not a Bolshevik who said that, not a

despised Labodr member, but His Majesty
the King. I only hope that the people will
soon have an opportunity of electing a new
Parliament, FPutile as I thinki Paxliamients
arc as constituted to-day, I do not think any
Perbianient cold ho more futile than the
present. We had in His Excellency's Speech
an annonemnent which practically embodied
the policy of the MfitchellgGovernnt, an(i

noone, how ever, desirous of finding merit in
that Goverunent, could for a moment sug-
gest that any other policy could be niore
barren and fruitless. Until we find a Gov-
erment prepared to realise the almost limit-
less resources of the State,- until we have a
Glovarement prepared to go out and tell the
people thnt the unused 'land alongside rail-
ways must be unlocked and worked, never
shall we gat that development and expain-
sion. in agriculture which we should have.
it is nonsensical for a Premnier or a Mliniistry
to be. allowed to go on acquiring, at prohibi-
tive prices, farmns on which to settle soldiers
when there is an easier and more equitable
way of acquiring good land along- the rail-
way system. Admittedly we have fine land

along those railways, all of which shoeld be
unlocked.. To-day, when it is necessary to
settle returned soldiers, those Ilds shoeuld
.be ittilised. It is regrettable that, the Goy-
ernnient will not see their way clear to open-
ing up some of those lands on which to re-
patriate returned soldiers. It is to be hoped
that the soldiers realise that the Government
have virtually nothing 'but a political. inter-
est in themn. The only people to-day who
could come out with a definite policy for un-
locking lands And rendering them utilisable
for pied uction, are the Labonr party. Until
the people of Western Australia realise that
the Labour party have a clear and definite
policy upon that point we shall never have
any good land policy in this State.

Air. Hardwick: Why did your Government
go on building railways if so much land was
waiting to be unloc0ked!

Mr. LAMB3ERT: Because they desired,
even at the risk of erring on the wrong side,
to dou itomething. If the finances of the
State are to be remedied, we should inonop-
olise for the Stite All the more accessible av-
enues of production and profit. it is almost
inpardonable that big institutions like pri-
vate insurance companies should be flourish-
ing in Western Australia, whilst opposed to
the interests of the people. I have here a
reference to insurance in Queensland, where
the" Government, by reduction in premiulms
alone, saved to the people £140,000 last
year. Yet we have in this State 42 in-
surance companies operating, paying virtu-
ally a nominal sum by way of taxation and,
possibly, costing the country a quarter of a
million per annitin directly and indirectly.
Until we have a Government prepared to
na-tionalise big avenues of production and
profit, ire 1hall continue to drift on to the
rocks of insolvencey. Admnittedly there are
'many undertakings which do not lend them-
selves so readily to State enterprise. Hav-
log, -cgartl to the fintuiecs of. the State,
mnsurance should not for a moment
longer remain in the hands of. pri-
vate enterprise. We have come .almost

to the taxable limit of the peo pie. Admit-
tedly the weight of taxation is uinfair anid
unreasonable, It is pressing to a greater ex-
tent than it should upon the poorer classes.

Mr. Pickering: Indirect taxation.
Mr. LAMBERT: will deal with tlhe hun.

mucinher and indirect taxation later on. I
know that the Minister for 'Works and others
Opposite arcO iii favouir of State inurancee.
'it is regrettable that we cannot ,all realise
that the finances of the State nmust be tackled
in a practical, fair anti honest mnanner. 'rho
taxable limit of the people is about reached,
except in regard to the wealthier classes,'
and it is not likely that time pres-
cut (loveruent will tackle those. I
monpe some clear pronouncement will be
umdc regarding institutions of this descrip'-
tion that will make for the solvency of the
State and) for its general good. This is one
activity which would not suffer by being in
the hands of the State. Theme are many
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social problems to deal with, and probably
two of the greatest are tile excess of drink-
ing and gambling in Western Australia. This
House should tackle these problems not in
a spirit of wowserisii, but on the lines of
sound common sense. We should realise that
the excesses in both directions should be
stopped. There is admittedly too much drink-
ing and too much gambling in the State to-
(lay. I dto not believe that Perth should be
dotted all over with private racing clubs run-
ning for private gain. If horse rscing is to
be classed as a national sport it should be
undertaken by the people and not by one or
half-a-dozen individuals for their own gain.
In nearly every other civilised country, this
problem has been tackled, but in this State,
like must other things, it has been allowed to
drift.

Air. Dluff : Would you favour sweeps being
rim by the Governmnit?

Mr. LAMBERT: I favour no form of activ-
iT which would, give tlhe people an oppor-
tunity to gamble when they cannot afford to
do so. TIhe only people who can, afford to
gamble are those who have an excess of
wealth which they call throw away oji any
luxury of life. Unfortunately, the people
who cannot afford to gamble are those who
do0 so.

TIhe Minister for Mines: Everybody gamn-
bles.

Mr. LAMBERT: Why does the Minister
refer to this in such a flippant schoolboy-like
way? Some members gamble with their politi-
cal lives at times. There is no reason why an
excess of gabling should be fostered in this
State. In other parts of Australia it has
been regulated. The late member for Guild-
ford, with myself and others, tried to regulate
the nights of trotting.. While trotting is a
fine institution from a spectacular point of
view, it is the duty of public men to realise
that there is too much gambling. There is
too much drinking in the State to-day. The
dining car on thle train, to tl'e fields is an
absolute disgrace owing to the manner in
which it is conducted. The leader of the
Opposition can tell the House what he has
witnessed on many occasions.

The Minister for Mine§: Would you agree
to drop) out liquor altogether on the dining
Carl

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, and would he pre-
pared to table a motion to that effect.

The Minister- for Mines: I would be very
glad if you could carry a motion to that
effect.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not hold 'wowscrishi
opinions, but the dining car is provided for
the comfort of women and children, to supply
them with tea and ref,-eshmuents. To-day it
is not really fit to class as a tenth rate tap-
room, owing to the way it is run. I hope the
Mlinister for Railways will make a note of
this fact.

The Minister for Mines: Get the local
bodies on the goldfields to agree.

Mr. LAMBERT: I aol not concerned about
them. If they do not like my views I do not

care a snap of the fingers. I am not pander-
ing to the opinions of loca bodies on the
goldfields. If I were dealing with them, I
would put them in their place.

The Minister for Mines: The member for
Kalgoorlie might give you his opinion of the
Kalgoorlie council.

Mr. LAMBERT: If they bad me to deal
with they would be a little more careful of
what they did and said than they are at pre-
sent.

Mr. Dluff: That is a reflection on the mem-
her for Kalgoorlie.

Mr. LAMBERTP: No; but hie sometimes is
a little tame in dealing with them.

Mr. Green: They are threatening to put
11e in the court; I do not know whether you
call that tamle.

Mr-. LAMBERT: The ordinary bumbles in
Kalgoorle little interest mie. It is a great
pity Parliament, in its stupidity, delegated
them so many powers as they apparently
possess under the Municipalities Act. It is
a great pity they could not he brought to
realise their true functions as a municipal
council.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: The powers are nal
right; they rio Ilot know how to exercise
themn.

M\r. LAMBERT: It, s time we looked a
little beyond the vision we had when we
stipulated what their functions should be.

The Minister for 'Mines: The member for
the district ought to point out their func-
tlins.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1, never fail to point out
the functions to the local authorities in my
district. Much has been said about social
unrest and strikes, and about the growth of
Bolshevism in this State. I hope that the
lying and detestable statements made for
political reasons about the growth of Bol-
sheivismn in this State will be stopped. I only
hope that when men make a denmand for
better wgdand conditions it will be con-
ceded. Icfiu realise they have a right to bet-
ter social and economic conditions. Whether
the present Government remlain in power
or not, I hope the public men of this State
will realise that, to those who have served the
British Empire in any capacity, a new order
of things sh~ould dawn, that we should have
a brighter and better conception of what
should obtain and that we should concede to
the mian who labours an equitable share of
what hie produces. Only by thinking and
acting on these lines can we allay the
industrial unrest which prevails throughout
the length and breadth of the land. Under
the Decvelop~rment of Mining Vote onty a
p~altry sum "'as Spent last year. Thle Minister
should realise tire almost limitless mineral
r-esources of this State. Hle should also rea-
lise the difficulties of the industry. If it is
to develop, it will require thle fostering care
and. sympathetic treatment which should
have been given long ago. In the Coolgardie
district there is, unfortunately, a depression,
but we have there some of the largest low-
grade ore bodies existing in any part of the
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country, The Minister should also see that
the St ate battery system dloes not virtually
preclude its protitable operation. Wha
is the use of having a State battery as a

numient rusting and out of use9 I hope
the Minister will take a sound business-like
coinionsense view of the position. Unless
he is prepared to utilise the State battery
system to foster mining, the industry will de-
cline. It is safe to say that Coolgardie wvill
peter out altogether unless we snake that
battery accessible by charging rates At
which it will pay to operate the low-grade
mines. Everything dlone during the last few
years hase tended to pull Coolgardie down.

The Minister for ines: It must keep pace
with its member.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that it
does. The Minister should realise the posi-
tion of that town. The warning I give
would be apparent if lie would personally in-
vestigate the position. Unless some reason-
able departure is made from the present iron-
bound system of battery treatment Gool-
gardie must cease to exist. I hope the Min-
ister will not always be guided by the
official heads of the Mines Department.

Mr. fluff : Hear, hear!.
The Minister for Mines: I do not like

this agreement between opposite sides of the
Rouse.

Mr. fluff: I have had experience of the
department.

Mr. LAM7BERT: While I do not desire
to be over-severe on any permanent head of
a department, we should have a thorough re-
modelling of the whole of the Mines Depart-
nient. I honestly believe the State Mining
Engineer has outlived his usefulness and no
one has a greater personal regard for Mr.
Montgomery than I have. The Mines De-
partmnent would be better if Mr. Mont-
goniery were retired. An Assistant State
Mining Engineer (Mr. lllatehford) has been
appointed. How or why he was appointed
I have not heard. I do not know whether
he was appointed under the Public Service
Act. Probably the Minister for Mines can.
tell 'is.

the Minister for Mines: I do not know.
Mr. LAMBERT: lie seems to have crept

in. He was assistant field geologist, but to-
day he is signing himself "Assistant :State
Mining Engineer.''

Tme Minister for Mines: Acting Assistant
State Mining Engineer.

Mr. LAMBERIT: Yes. Is this a prelimin-
ary to the retirement of Mr. Mlontgoniery!
: t o not knowv. Probably the Minister can
tell Ine.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know.
'Mr. LAMBERT :Re is there. He signs

himself Acting Assistant State Mining En-
gineer. Not one of the. goldfields members
knows anything of his appointment, why lie
was appointedi, what qualifications lie pos-
sssess to hold that responsible position,
whether it is intended to retire- Mr. Mont-
gomery, or whether he is likely to step into
Mr. Montgomery's shoes.

Mr. Monssie: 1 believe he would make AL
better fist of it than Montgomery.

Mr. LAMBERT: It would be almost un-
pardonable to deal with, Mr. Montgomery
in any spirit of undue hostility. Mr. Mont-
gomtery is trying to deal with the affairs
of the departmient as best lie can with, his
knowledge and at his present age. The
Minister for Mines should appreciate the
fact that if the industry is to receive any
encouragemient from the department, a
yNounger and more active man who can keep
abreast: of affairs is needed.

The Minister for Mines: I am sorry there
is no vacancy.

lHon. P. Collier: They are too old at 40
.now.

Mr. LAMBERT: The man for the posi-
tion should have some idea of the almost
limitless resources of this State, and show
it by keeping in touch with the commercial
possibilities of mining aid the varied
mineral deposits in Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines: You have not ins-
pressed me very much in regard to Mr.
Montgomery.

Mr. LAMBERT: I think that Mr. Mont-
gomecry should be retired.

Mr. Duff: He is getting too old to travel.
Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister for Mines

may have his views regarding Mr. Mont-
gontery. It is not nice for a member to ha~ve
to talk about such a thing. What I have
amid however, repi-esents -the views of men in
the mining industry in this State.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.
Mr. LAMBERT: From a theoretical

point of view Mr. Montgomery undoubtedly
is a mn of high qualifications. I am dealing

, more with his practical usefulness to the
Mines Department and to the State. Let
us take the Geological Dopartsnent. Dr.
Simpson, although not in control, has been
doing unselfish and useful work. He is, how-
ever, a very underpaid offibiall. It is men
of this description, including those at the
School of Mines, at Kalgoorlie, who should
have an opportunity of making headway in
the Service, instead of year after year
grinding away at theoretical work. They
should be sent away to America and Eng-
land, and other parts of the world in order
that they nay become thoroughly acquainted
with the comnmer-cial value of many of the
pr-oducts that we have in this State, unmd
the methods by which they can be success-
fully handled. It is on account of this lack
of *commercial knowledge and conmnercial
ap~plicatida that wve cannot put to proper use
the many valuable uinerals we have to deal
with in this State. I an, not saying this to
thme detriment of the officers concerned, for
many of them have been on the goldfields
for years. The world has, however, made
a good deal of progress of late. In the last
four years America, particularly, has de-
veloped. 'Many of her natural resources have
been, put to a, use hitherto undreamed of.
That country has made enviable strides in
the wlay of the utilisation of many minor
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mtinerals' and eathsn which were not prev-
iously put to commercial use. If we had a
system whereby we could send our officers
abroad to gain, the necessary knowledge, they
would bdeoine of vital service to this State.
I do not know whether the acting assistant
State mining engineer is going to be
given a step up, but I do say that hie and
others should be given a,' opportunity of
travelling so that they mnay become ac-
qjuainted with the processes of mantufacture
and the commercial utilisation of our natural
products, which knowledge is so essential to
the general public when they go to then, for
advice. 1 only hope that the hypocrisy and
hiumbug, which for political reasons lead
persons to brand others as Bolsheviks and
use other distasteful termis towards then,
wiill cease, and that all elements in this
House will he prepared to look over their
own political backyards and realise that we
owe a debt not only to ourselves but also to
Western Australia. If they will realise that,
the State will have nothing to fear in the
way of general progress and prosperity.

'The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.i

Mr. MUELANY (Menzies) : The out-
standing features of this debate on the
Address-in-reply hav'e been the utterances of
two of the ex-Ministers. The member for
Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) and the m~ember for
Canning (Mr. Robinson) recently held Min,-
isterial positions in the Government which
now holds office. The member for Canning
was definite in his announcement that lie
intended to continue to support the
Government, not because he approved of
their policy or their want of policy
as outlined in the Governor's Speech,
but because lie was of opinion that this
constant change of Government was not
in the beet interests of the people. This
feeling is widely spread amongst the people
of Westein Australia and 'memnbers of Par-
linneit to-(lay. It is, I believe, the beat
.asset the Government possess. That feeling
will earry tlhem through the life of the pre-
sent Parliament, but if it did not exist they
would not last twoe days. Thle member for
Irwin is the er-Treasurer of the party which
now holds office. He made a vecry definite
statement that Ministers did not govern in
Western Australia, that those who were
ieally carrying on the affairs of State were
the heads of the departments. He also said
that unless Ministers, and he cnred not to
which party they belonged, were given the
iright to sack in the Government departments
we would not get good andl efficient adm~inis-
tration. That rem~ark met with a great dleal
of approbation, nlire particularly perhaps
from ox-Ministers on both sides of the House.
I have heard exactly, the same sentiment ex-
pmessed by other Ministers of almost every
flnorumnent which has hold office since I
have been a member of this Chamber. Soafar,
there has been no Government or Minister
courageous enough to come right out and
make a straightforward attempt to remedy

this state of affairs. a suggest, in these
lays of niany political parties, that there is

room for still another party, an ex-Ministerial
and Ministerial party. These might drop
their outside political party organisations
and prej udices for the time being, and get
down to this very aecessary piece of work.
The Minister for Mines, whom I was
pleased to follow for five years when he
was the Premnier of this country, repeatedly
,uadle such a statement, I know he be-
lieves it to be true to-day. The remarks
which fell from the member for Irwin would
h~ave been of far more use to Western Aus-
tralian hadl ho retained his position in the
Governmnent and come, out in that direction
while holding his portfolio. A great deal of
good can be done by amending the Public
Service Act in the direction indicated by
that hon. member. I am afraid, however,
that the same old curse of political parties
is behind it, and that. nothing of the sort will
be done. All parties have bandied the Public
Service with a view to getting their votes.
1, agree with thle member for Goolgardie (Mr.
Lamubert) that it is time this practice ceased
and that we got down, to solid business. I
hope the Government will bear in mind the
remnarks of the member for Irwin and see that
this position of affairs is remedied without
delay. The member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Troy) also had something to say about dis-
illusionedl Nationalists, the men who left the
party to which they belonged and joined an-
other, which was termed the Nationalist Gov-
emninent. He said that the Nationalist Goy-
ernminemt hadl entirely failed to fulfil their
promises to thle people upon assuming office.
hlis chief objection or complaint against the
iNationalist Government was that they had
made no sincere effort to fight the profiteers.

Imust agree that if they have made any
effort they have not been successful. The
party with which the lion. member assoites
himself cannot by any means clear them-
selves of their share of responsibility in this
matter. Hadl the party with which that hon.
member is associated shmown sufficient public
spirit, andl a sufficient desire to serve the
people who sent them to Parliament when the
invitation was extended to all political parties
to come together, the position of affairs in
Australia would have been different to-day.
Had these gentlemen comle in they would have
been, entitled to representation both in the
Federal and State Governments, together with
those whom they term Nationalist laboimrites.
They' werel pledged equally with those to en-
deav~our to keep dowvn the cost of counmuodi-
ties and stop profiteering in tinie of war.
Ilmd they come forward then, arid been,
straight en oughi to drop, their patty pi-ci mm
dices at the time, [. believe without a shadow
of doubt we would have been in a better and
litore satisfactory position in Australia both
in thle Federal and 'State Parliaments, than
we are to-day. I wish to make my position
clear with regard to the present Government.
I express no regrets and feel none for having
takenm any hand in the formation of the
Nationalist Governmient two years ago. I
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anm proud I did so. I can, however, see no
semblance of a Nationalist Government -in the
Government as it is constituted to-day. In
thi member for Northam we have a Premier
of whom I have stated publicly and privately
on many occasions that lie bad just as little
spirit and as little desire to serve the people
whole heartedly two years ago as had any
meniber of the Australian Labour party. He
is a man who allowed his party prejudices to
prevent him front coming in and assisting a,,t
that time. Surprise has been expressed from
the Opposition side of the House as to Low
a gentlemian who acted in such a mannmer two
years ago, could ever have been elected to
the Premiership of the State. I have 1)ccn
unable to fathom it myself, and I perhaps
have had a better opportunity of knowing
titan members opposite. Th~e Premier upon.
the Add ress-in- reply debate last session acted
ini exactly the sane manner as the Leader of
the Opposition did on this occasion. He moved
a vote of no-conifidence in the Government.
.If we analyse some of his -remarks muade
onl that occasion, we can show clearly that lie
was not so much concerned in the welfa-re of
the State, or in the welfare of soldiers who
were returning, as he was concerned about his
endleavouir to seeure ministerial office if he
could manage to do so. He has now beein
successful. Now let me show the difference
between the hon. gentleman's attitude whlen
moving a motion of want of confidence in the
Flational Government twelve months ego, and
his attitude to_4day. LWhen twitted by the
Opposition, during the recent no-confidenlce
debate, with having done nothing to force the
landholders to bring their unused aca into
cultivation and thus provide a means towards
the repatriation of our soldiers, the, Premnier
claimied, in reply to the leader of the Oppo-
sition, that all thal could. possibly have_ be en
done (luring the last few months by private
owners had been (lone, for the reason that
labour was not available, the men being away
at the war. Now, the same gentlemann, Fpeamk-
ing last year in support of his own motion
of want of confidence, said that his late
lender, Mr.- Franik Wilson, had intenided that
the work of preparing for the soldiers before
their return should be proceeded with straight-
away, that the intention had been that for
each soldier who desired to settle on the land
a certain amouint of clearing should bpedone
and a cottage built anda smne fenceing erected.
The mtemnber for Northam said twelve months
ago, "We had no intention of sending these
men out into the wilderness," and he inti -
mated that because these things had not been
done he was moving his motion of want of
confiden ce. That is to say, he moved a motion
of want of confidence because the Government
had failed to do what le now says private
land owners Were prevented from doitu, cit
account df the nllsence of labodir. TChis is a
glaring instance of political hyproerisy. I
desire to make my own position clear. T am
going to support th~e present Government in
nmatters in which I think they are right. 17he
present Government cannot, however, count
upon atny solid or whole-hearted support frotY

inc. There has been some comment OIL the
action of certain National labourites in ab-
staining fromt voting on the recent motion
of want of confidence. I pilrposely re-
frained front voting on that occasion, firstly,
because I have no confidence in the present
Government under the present leadership,
and, secondly, because I have no confidence
in the party lad by the member for Boulder
as. at present constituted. As regards the
latest wat of confidence muotion, I person-
ally felt sorry to see the position in which
the leader of the Opposition was placed by
his own followers, For a, motion which
might have brought about a change of Gov-;
erment and placed him on the Treasury
bench as Premier, the leader of the Opposi-
tionl could get no other support than. the
flamboyant speech delivered by the mem-
bar for Fremnantle (Mr. Jonles). I1 believe
1. voice the opinion of every member who
hoard that speech when T1 express regret, that
such art utterance should have been delivered
in this Chamnbar. Before the member for
hFremantle, or .any other public luan, makes
statements about ropes and lamp-posts and
hanging, lie should declare whether ha hint-
self is prepared to go personally and do
thaet sort of thing. If he is not so
prepared, bec has no right to ask others to
perform stich actions. The danger in that
kild of speech-a danger n-hich no public
ti who gives thought to these questions
would perutlit himself to create-is that it
may lead wealter-minded. men toltake violent
action.

Hfon. WV. C. Angwin: You need not be
frightened. The tian w-Io says these things
never does them.

Mr. MIJLLANY: I agree with that. Had
any suchi unfortun ate occurrence takent
place, the meumber for Fremantle would, no
doubt, have been a couple of minutes late,
as he was on the occasion of the unfortunate
trouble on the FPrentantle whar-f. A great
dleal lies been said about the various Prne-
mtiers and changes of Government during the
past few months. I shall be very brief re-
garding the experiences of 'Western Austra-
lia during Mr. Golebatch 's Premtiership, and
regarding the unhappy episode at Freman tie.
There is a desire onl the part of many mem-
bers, and I believe also on the part of Ste
general putblic, to let that ill-starred episode
pass into oblivion. Pethaps it would he as
well. But there is a large section of this
comninnity vita lly interested in that affair,
a section who have not yet been given a fair
dleal. I refer to the itten known as the
N7ational Wa-f Workers, the nen who went
to work onl the wharf in 1917. In this con-
nec~tion let tue quote fromn a speech made by
Mr. Alec McCallum at the timei of the great
trouble on the wharf, when a dispuites com-
mittee was appointed to conduct affairs on
the Labour side. Mr. McCallum is reported
in the ''West Australian'" of the 6th Mlay,
1919, as having said--

The test of loyalty to the Labour move-
mneot would be the amount of loyalty they
gave to the decisions of the committee.

24(A.SSE1.MBLY.1
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That is the disputes committee.
When the committee asked them to con-
tinue work, it wanted them to continue
work. If the committee Asked them to
stop work, it wanted them to stop work.
If it asked them to riot, it wanted them to
riot; and if it asked them to stop rioting,
it wanted then, to stop rioting. The test
of loyalty was how they obeyed the deci-
sion of the committee, which would be the
will of the Labour movement of the coun-
try. If the committee thought there
should be no rioting, they should accept
its lead, and not the lead of anyone outside
the conmnittee. No matter how unpalatable
it might be to them, no matter whether he
(the speaker) offended them-and he did
nrot care whether he did offend them, so
long as he talked the truth-and no matter
what they might think of the decisions of
the committee, they should remember that
the committee was formed of mn who
had the responsibility and knew the facts.
If they dlid not accept thke advice of the
committee they were Just as big 4 cbl
as those fellows who had been working on
the wharf. (Cheers.) They should take
no notice of a few me,, who might run
wild. They were a very valuable section
of the commnunity, and he liked being in
the movement to help them on, but there
had to be intelligent control of such a big
dispute as this. Its affairs must be scien-
tifically directed, and niot by men on
streirt corners, who did not know what
advice the committee had received from
throughout Australia. How could these
men advise them to act when they did not
kno~w the facts? He asked then, to rally
to the committee, and not to ''scab'' eo it.
They should trust the committee as heon-
our-able men until it failed them, and wlbpu
it failed them, pot someone else in its
place.

I quote these remarks of Mr. McCallum
because, like everyone wvho 'knows that gen-
tlen, .1 have a great admiration and res-
pect for his abilities. From his point of
view, his advice to those men on that occa-
sion was absolutely sound; that is to say,
fm-ont the point of view of the industrial or-
ganisations of which Mr. McCallumn was the
execuitive officer. But I would like to ask Mr.
McCallum, What of thc nation while the war
.was onl I would like to ask imi, What was
the reason of the industrial trouble in 19171
Simply that the workers on thme Fremantle
wharf claimed that the flour which was
being shipped there was being dliverted to
enemy countries.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: That has been, said
since also.

MNkr. MULLANY: I would like to address
to Mr. McCallum the words hie used regard-
ing the disputes comumittee. He asked the
workers who wore in the best position to
know, the intelligence department of the
military authorities, or the lumpers on the
Fremnantle wharf? I say without fear of
contradiction that the great majority of the
men who wvent to work on Premantle wharf

in. 1917 were not scabs, as they are being
called to-day. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Jones) has repeatedly stated that the
lumpers made a mistake on that occasion.

E Ion. W. C. Arigwin: The men you refer
to left the wharf as soon as the lumpers
came back.

Mr. _MULLANY: To call those men scabs
is unfair,

Mr. Munsie: .1 called thenm scabs, and al-
ways will do so.

Mr. MULLANY: I know some of these
mcei personally.

Mr. Munsie: So do I.-
Mr. MULLiANY: Some of then, were as

good imionists as this or ainy other State can
show. On that occasion there was no dispute
whatever as to conditions or wages. The
bald issue simply was whether the boats were
to. be loaded and despatched, whether the
ina would be. loyal to their country, as Mr.
Mc~allum claimed they should be loyal to
the disputes committee.

lHon. W. C. Angwinv: They were loyal
nmen, and their actions prove it.

Mr. MULLANY: I knowv that a great
many of the National workers left the wharf
as soon as the industrial trouble was settled;

Hon. P. Collier: All the decent ones left.
Mr. MULLANY: I will not say, all the

decent ones.
lion. W. C. Angwin: Every decent one of

thepm left.
Mr. MULLANY: r will not smy that, in

my opinion, a mistake was made in endeav-
ouring to formn another industrial union and
have two separate unidus working on the
wharf side by side. Undoubtedly injustice was
done to the lumpers through that. There is
one man, and only one man, responsible for
the unfortunate oceuirren~e on the Fremautle
wharf on that Sunday nmorning; and that
man is the es-Premier and the Minister now
representing the Government in the Legisla-
Live Council. There has been some question
raised as to where the men were recuited
who undertook the buccaneering expedition
down the Swan on that Sunday morning. I
personally knew nothing of what wds going
on, and I do not believe any of the National
Labour members knew that any such step
was in contemplation. Without betraying
any confidenee-I am not in the habit 9 f
doing so-as to what occurred at a party
meeting, 1. may say that after the trouble
was all over I heard from Mr. Colebatch a
detailed explanation of all that led up to
his action en the Sunday morning. I shall
not quote any details of his speech, but I
feel thnt I a"' at liberty to make public the
impression I gathered from his remarks,
which I may add extended over an hour.
From those remarks I could draw only one
conclusion, and that is, as the ''West Airs-
ti-alian'' reporter put it after the meeting,
that the then Premier had not had a fair
deal from the shipping companies. There is
no doubt that he did not get a fair deal.

lion. W. C. Angwin: The shipping com-.
panics do not give anybody a fair deal.
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Mr. MULLANY: In my opinion, if Mr.
Colebatch did not get a fair deal from the
shipping companies, he had himself to
blame, because the only person from whom
hie sought advice, or whose advice he consid-
ered worth following, were the representa-
tives of the shipping companies. Hence the
extremely regrettable oeeurrence on that Sun.
day morning. I cannot help thinking that
in the circumstances it was opportune that
the proposed exchange of seats between Air.
Colebatch and a member of the Country
party in this Hlouse did not eventuate. The
fact that he could not secure a seat in this
Chamber obliged Mr. Colebatch to retire
from the Premiership. I believe that the
feeling was such that he would have lost the
Premiership in. any case. The fact that there
was not a seat avalable provided a conven-
ient excuse for the then Premier to go back
to his dug-out in the Legislative Council.
When Mr. Colebatch was chosen to form a
Ministry he was given the right to select his
own team and in that way, the present Pre-
mier (Mr. Mitchell) found himself appointed
second in command. Mr. Mitchell had pre-
viouly refused to come in because the leader
previous]lv had been denied the right to sel-
ot his own colleagues-the practice adopted
by the Labour party had been then adopted.
Mr. Colebatch, when appointed lender, in-
cluded Mr. Mitchell in his team, and, not-
withstanding that feeling was running very
high after Mr. Colebatch had made such an
awful mess of the Fremantle business, Mr.
AMitchell when asked to succeed Mr. Cole-
batch selected the latter as his second in
ecommiand. How is it possible for the Gov.
erucuent to exIpect a solid following from
lion. members who are aware of these facts?
A great deal has been said about arbitra-
tion and of course about the cost of commoi-
dities. The two subjects are very closely
allied. I regret to have heard from the mnem-
ber for Coolgardie in this Chamber to-night
the statement that in his opinion arbitra-
tion in this State is dead.

Mr. Willeock: The Arbitration Court.
Mr. MULLAYY: I believe the hon. mein.

her put it that way.
Mr. Willeock: Do you think it is a suce-

cuss?
Mr. -MTLLANY: I regretted to hear the

statemient made that Arbitration, or the
Arbitration Court, was dead.

Non. WV. C. Angwin: We tried to alter it.

Mr. MULLANY: Y, too, want to alter it.
At both the Federal and State Labour Con-
gresses the principle of settlement, of
disiutes by arbitration has been re-
niff-ried. So far as I am concerned r an,1
inhesitatingly in favour of arbitra-
tion as against direct action. Tt is known to
everyone, even to hen. membeis on the op-
Iposite side of the House, that the advocacy
of direct action means the stifling of pro-
gress. We all know that strikes as a nmethod
for the settlement of disputes were consi-
dared obsolete and were thrown overboard
by the Labourites and unionists of 20 years

ago. W\hy? Because we came to the con-
elusion that whilst the strike was off ective
sometimes, it was too costly and caused too
much suffering amongst the workers them,-
selves. There can be no doubt that although
at times strikes have been suecesafut in
bringing about a better condition of things
for those whol)'vent out oin strike, those who
have given the subject serious thought have
concluded that the cost and the suffering are
too great onl the workers themselves. We
read recently of a famous telegram which
"as sent by a certain W. L. Jones to Mi-s.
Walsh)-nec Paninhrt-n which ant assur-
aonce was givenl to Mrs. Walsh that the work-
era here would eat grass before they would
give !in in the p~resent struggle which was
going on between the seamen and the ship-
owners. But observe the wording of that
telegrami. I do not think it is quite fair
tha~t W. L. Jlones or the member for Pre-
mantle shoolil be. called -Nebuchadnezzar in
connection with this matter. Nebuchadnezzar
was givens credit for having himself eaten
grass, but W. L. Jiones does not comimit him-
self to do so; lie pledges the workers to do
so-a very wide difference indeed.

Mr. Green: OCu a point of order. Ts the
lion. miember in order in referring to the
muember for Frcmdintle as W. L.iones?

The DE.PUTY SPEAT(ER: The member
for Mwenzies may proceed.

Mr. MIULLANY: T. was referring to a
certain telegram wvhich was signed by one
W. ,. JIones and to the fact that the workers
were being pledged to subsistence onl grass.
In no circumistances, through the effect of a
strike, has it over collie about that the en,-
ployers-thce capitalists. if lion. members
prefer to call them such-have ever been
brought within measurable distance of hair-
ing to eat grass. The action of the strikers
piossibly has affected their dividends to somec
extent, and sonic of them may have hadl to
put up with the inconvenience of having to
go without the latest model in motor cars
this year or perhaps next year. or their
wonmn-olk may have had to go without a
particular set of expensive furs. Bitt never
uinder any set of circumstances will they ever
be compelled to eat grass as a. result of a
strike. The member for Fremantle appar-
enitly realised that it is always possible to
reduce tlhe. workers of the State to such an
extremity. Whilst I agree that arbitration is
preferable to strikes, I an, not altogether
satisfied with the operation of the State Ar-
bitration Court, not by any mneanls, ad I
would like to see all parties get right to-
gether and devise a better system of settling
industrial disputes. I would point out to
those who in season and out of season ad-
vocalte direct action, whether they go out on
strike or not, they must in the end have re-
course to some form of arbitration for the
settlement of the dispute. Can we not do
something which will bring about a more
satisfactory resultt In my opinion, the con-
stitutiont of the Arbitration Court is such,
that it lees not lend itself to smooth work-
ing.
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Hon. W. C. Angwia: Do you not think
that these difficulties should be settled be-
for there is any need to go to the Arbitra-
tion Court?

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Mr. MIJILANY: I certainly do, but the

section of the Act which provides that the
president shall be a Supreme Court judge, is
not a good one. I would not bar a judge
fromi occupying such a position-there may
be judgcs quite competent to fill such a posi-
tion, but to insist on a judge being the presi-
dent is to limit the choice too much. The en-
vironment of a Supreme Court judge is such
that, it prevents him from acquiring that
education and knowledge which are neces-
sary to probe into the details which arbitra-
tion court work necessarily involves. I san
also doubtful whether the system of having
two representatives, one of the employers
and the other of the employees, sitting on the
bench, is a good one. Every' member of that
court should be untramimelled in any way.
He should be placed there to do justice, and
while I have no cause for complaint with
the representatives of either the employers
or the employees at present holding seats on
that bench, I1 declare that human nature is
such that whilst those gentlemen are depend-
ing for snpport from the employers or em-
ployees, they are not being placed in a fair
position. I would prefer to hav'e one ocu-
pant of that bench, a judge of the Supreme
Court or any other president, because, after
all, what do we get in almost every instance,
in fact in every instance? We find that on
the one side the employers' representative
stands up for his side, and the employees' re-
presentative is doing exactly the same for
those responsible for sendling hini there.
Then the president must come between those
two. I believe that it is intended to intro-
duces an amendment to the Act to bring
about an alteration in that state of affairs.
The question has been asked as, to whether
many of these matters could not be settled
without going to arbitration. I say, yes,
and I believe they could and should be so
settled. Let us look at the history of the
Arbitration Court in this State. Some 10 or
12 years ago the employees used to endea-
vonr on every possible occasion to get to
the court. The employers in those days were
right up against the Arbitration Court and
they placed every obstacle in the way of the
employees reaching it. To-day wye find that
a reversed state of affairs exists. It is the
employees who are showing the disinclination
to go to the court, while the employers now
go to the other extreme. They will not make
any attempt to settle a dispute; they prefer
to throw the onus on the court. There is
provision in the Act which sets out that ex-
cept with the consent of both sides, no
member of the legal profession shall ap-
pear as an advocate before the court
the idea being that they should endeavour
to cut out all technicalities, that the legal
profession should not be entitled to get a
footing in the court and perhaps unduly delay
the proceedings. To-day there is somnething

which has even a more pernicious effect upon
the Arbitration Court than would the admis-
sion of the legal fraternity. The Govern-
went are the principal offenders, We find
that there are, I shall not say amateur advo-
cates, but professional advocates outside the
legal fraternity. The. G overnment to-day have
almost set up. a department of arbitration,
with Air. Alcock as its chief. When a dis-
pate comes along the head of the department
immediately concerned refuses to take any
responsibility, and simply hands over the case
to Air. Alcoek to plead in the Arbitration
Court. In the late tramway strike there was
not a shadow of doubt that the men were
entitled to all they asked for. On that occa-
sion the responsibility should have been put
on the Commissioner of Railways to say
whether or not the demands made by the men
were justified. On the other hand, I believe
that, had the men accepted the advice given
to their to go to the Arbitration Court, they
probably would lhave got all that they asked
f0o-.

Don. W. C. Angvxin:' They did not get it
the time before.

Mr. MIULiLANY: I regret exceedingly that
the Labour organisations to-day have dis-
carded a rule which they used to enforce,
and which provided that, before any union
went out on strike, it had to get the sanction
of. the combined organisations. The practice
to-day appears to be that a small organisa-
tion decides to go on strike, after which it
appeals to the combined organisations, for
support. This does not tend to industrial
peace. I believe there should be sufficient
intelligence amongst the community to do
away with the disastrous, wasteful, cruel and
wicked weapon of the strike. It is of no
good to anyone concerned, and in the inter-
ests of the workers themselves strikes should
be definitely abolished. I believe that the
seamen are entitlil to what they are asking
for to-day. But here we have an exceptional
ease in the demand made for improved
accommodation on the vessels. It would be
a difficult matter for the Abritration Court
to decide.

Mr. Mlunsie: Ar. Justice Higgins has
definitely said that he has not the power *to
do0 it.

MrT. MTJLLANY: f do not think hie has.
I am not going to deal with the merits of
that dispute, but I say that, oa the broad
questioa of arbitration or direct action, there
can be no doubt as to which method is in the
best interests of the workers and of the State.
I do not intend to touch upon the mining in-
dustry except to repeat the remarks I made
on the Address-in-reply last session. Refer-
ring to the outrageous cost of mining requi-
sites, I suggested that the Government should
get into touch with the Imperial authorities
and point out the detrimental effect which the
high cost of those requisites was having on
the industry in this State. As far as . can
discover, nothing has been dlone. I believe
that the right method would be to endeavour
to -get the Imperial authorities interested, and
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show to them that the cost of those requisites,
mnostly produced in England and Europe, is
killing the, miming industry in Western Aus-
tralia. During the war we heard a good deal
of the debt of gratitude that was ow'ing to
the gold-producing countries for the manner
in which they were endeavonring to carry on
their industries. In Western Australia the
employers and emnployees alike in the industry
battled hard against adverse conditions. At
that timeu all thought that when the war was
over there wvould be some relief. Unfortun-
ately, however, the prices are teiiding to go
still higher. When the Minister for Mines
talks of sending out prospecting parties and
developing the mining industry, Isay that to
encourage a mnan to go into gold mining while
the present prices obtain is like sending in
on to the land to grow wheat at 28. per
bushel. The mining industry cannot continue,
except in a few favoured localities, I think
the Minister for Mines should make some
attempt to have the prices of mining requi-
sites reduced. There is another little point
which I wvish to refer to, namely the action
of the present Premier, presumably with the
sanction (of his colleagues, in appointing to
Ministerial rank a gentleman not at the time
a inember of this Assembly. Also I wish to
assurec the gentleman so appointed that I
welcome his reappearance in this Chamber
and that I am not speaking on personal
groundls. But I do say that to make such
an appointmnt was an cxtreniely dangerous
piectedenit.

MNr. Green: He could not have won the
election without the appointment.

. r, TO!LLANY: Having regard to the
circinstanes of the Albany election, I do
not know that that statement is Correct. But
if the G overnmient are going to take to them-
selves the power to make such appointments,
it may easily have the effect of turning the
result of an election. It is not a stretch of
imiagination to term such an action a bribe
to the constituency. It was entirely wrong,
and I believe it has no precedent in, Auis-
tralian politics.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, in Western
Australian politics.

1klr. IMULjLANY: T join issue with that.
The only instance I have any knowledge of
at all was the retention of Mr'. Gregory as
Minister for Mines and Railways for a period
of three months after he' was defeated at the
Menzies election.

The Minister for Mines: I think Mr. Sayer
was appointed a Minister before his election.

Mr, MULLANY: Well, I ani sorry you
should have followed so badl a precedent.

The Minister for Mines: Two good ien, you
know.

M.~r. MULLANY:- I ain not questioning the
quality of the men. It may be said there is
nothinag in the Constitution to prevent such
a n appointment. I -believe that state-
mieat to be correct. It is provided in the
Constitution that there shell be six Executive
officers, at least one of whew shall be a meutn-
her of the Legislative Council; but the whole
spirit of that Constitution pointts to Minis-

ters of the Crown being members of the As-
seimbly, with the single exception of the Min-
ister Lin the Legislative Council. I think the
matter has not been specially dealt with in
the Constitution Act for the obvious reason
that the framers of the Act never contem-
plated that any Government would have the
audacity to make such an appointment. It
-was an extremely dangerous precedent and I1
trust it will not be followed up. Ja refer-
ence to the point that there is nothing in the
Constitution to prevent it, it may be retorted
that there is nothing in the Constitution to
prevent a Goveruent appointing an alien,
even a German, to a Ministerial position. I
aim speaking seriously &oa this point. I
think it was a wrong precedent and I trust
it will not be followed in future. For fear
the Minister for Mrines mnay entertain the
idea that lie was selected on account of his
piolicy, or his past work, I wish to relate a
little story told in a certain club in Perth.
Jt is as follows:-The Minister for Educa-
tion was asked in the club why 'Mr. Scaddan
had been appointed Colonial Secretary before
his election, and the answer given by Mrn
Colebatch was that the front bench in thle
Assembly was rather weak in debating power
andI they wanted. a man of Mr'. Seadda-n's
ability there t0 carry -Mr. Mitchell. through.
So the Minister for MNines can assure himself
that hie is now in the position of chief
spruiker-he himself used the word at Al-
bany-for the Mitchell Government. Also,
juidging by the initial performance put up
by the Minister fpr Mines, when he so
adroitly sidb-traeked the amendnient moved
by the member for Pilbara to the Address-
in-reply, it usat be admiitted that the hon.
niemuber has lost none of is debating ability.
Let ice repent that, whilst -I am prepared to
support the Governmeont in all proposals
which I think right, I do not wish to be con-
si'dered a whole-hearted supporter of the
!Government. I do not think they have the
'administrative capacity to handle the affairs
of the State as they should -be handled.
Whilst I admit that, under the lpresent cir-
cunistances, seeinig that a section. of the
house which might be able to put up a
Ministry are not prepared to give *to the
State their services and abilities, it is diffi-
cult to see where we are to get an improved
Government from. Personally, I should like
to see a 'Ministry formed from the whole of
the members of the House, a Ministry that
m)ight have a good chance of getting the
State out of its difficulties.

On motion by Mr. Mahey, debate ad-
journed.

Ho)se (adjousrned of 10.15 p.m.
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